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Colombo St. Centre Opens

Colombo Strest Sports and
Community Centre is exploding
into activity. 1In only a few
the building, which used to be
a canteen for J.Sainsburys Ltd,
has sprouted Karate, boxing,

Tt will be very difficult to get
svery sporting activity into the
building so there are plans to
spread out into the apsn air.
Bouthwark Council has agreed to
link up the Sports Centre with

Treasure in the Thamss Club or
even a canoeing club?

The local area is full of pointg

of history - why not Orienteering
around the streets?
It is up to us to make the

badminton, Shorijee Kempo, youth the New Hatfislds Play Area whichplace work. Any spare sporting
clubs and the Elephant Shop sell- hag a 5 aside football pitch and squipment will be gladly accepted

ing pottery, leather goods and
Jjewellry. Many more activites
are planned.

The building is run by a
steering group who represent the

tennis and netball courts marked
out.' The reason for this linkup
is to have control of the flood-
lights which are shortly to be
installed, plus the storing of

from a pair of boxing cloves to
a table tennis bat. Have a look
in your cupbards - if you know
where there is sporting wquipment

laying around doing nothing please

different activites in the centrse.ths other equipment when the are phone 261 1404 and ask for Ernis,

A prop erly constituted committee
will soon be slected.

Mambers have been very busy
dismantling and cleaning out the
old kitchen equipment and getting
the main rooms into shipshape

is being ussed for football.

In the long term it would be
good to see the area in between
Hatfields and the Sports Centre,
which is proposed for open space
in 1978, turned into apermanent

condition by cleaning and paintingspnt for Tennis, Netball and

some of the bad arsas. This was
done without public funding, but
out of the group's own resources.

The Steering Group has applied to
to both Southwark and Lambeth
councils and the Sports Council-
but of course this takes time.
Yet, members of the recreational
side of the three Councils have
been shown around the building a
end have all shown great interest
The building is practically made
for this kind of activity and
there is such a need for it in
the local area.

The Group has applied for
Charitable Status, and this has
been granted, which will help
keep the costs down by providing

rate relisf.
The demandsfor ume of the

buildings have already shown the

Cricket Nets and a small howling
green if needed.

Besides the sports already
taking place, any new members
are invited to start other acti=-
vities.
ing, Gymnastics, Keep Fit, Yoga,

What about Weight Train

Howard or Mike.

Basketball and VUolleyball? Thereg

all plenty of small rooms in the

building.
For outside activities the

River Thames is right on our
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doorstep. Why not a fishing clup¥

i Chemist
opens but...

The long hard struggle of the
Chemist Campaign, now in its 3rd
year, is at last getting some
results. They have managed to
get J. Sainsbury Ltd to provide
a chemist in one of their new
shops within the Kings Reach
Development in Stamford Streset.

HE Liberman Lro
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preat need for such a project.

When the letting agents were
first contacted, the property
manager was heard to say that he
is so fed up hearing about the
chemist closures and the cam-
paign that he would get a chem-
ist there even if he had to run
it himself.

May we welcome the new chem-
ist, Mr Liberman, (he also has
branches on the Aylesbury Estate
and in Lambeth Walk. When Mr
Liberman was contacted he said
he hoped the shop will bs suc-
cesful because it is expensive
to run a chemist shop, with a
pharmacists wages aroundf7m
e year. Congratulations to the
Chemists Group and the Cut Pen-
siloners Group who have themaselves
been writing lots of letters.
But this is not the end of the
Campaign for this is only one
chemist replacement out of the

Public
Inquiry

into 99-101 REDCROSS WAY, SE1
JAN. 11TH, PECKHAM TOWN HALL.

(continued on centre pages).

Quote of
themonth

Speaeking about the reason for
the closure of the docks on Hays
Wharf, a director of the company
sald recently:

"Hays Wharf closed down not
because of property development
potential but beceuse we could
no longer promise a service or
at least a regular one to our
customers.” (Evening Standard,
12/11/76).

Tell that to the residents of
Tooley Street!




YOUR VOICE

-YOUR VIEWS-

NEWS

YOUR

I have been reading about
your Elizabeth Willmot of Rou-
pell St. SEl. I live in SEl
toc, I quite agree with all she
has said and I have experienced
all those similar things.

I have lived in Southwark
all my life and was born in
Bean St. which used to be in
Friar St. which is now called
Webber St. I have attended St.
Alphege's Church since I was a
baby and although I live now in
the New Kent Road, I still sing
in the choir there. I am one of
12 children and we had quite a
struggle to keep going, but my
dear old Mum managed and she
washed and ironed for us all.

I went to school at Webber
St. school which when I was
tiny used to be called School
Board for London and my elder
brothers used to pay to go to
school. We had some happy times
though very little money. Wages
were very low and of course
food was a lot cheaper then it
is today.

I am now 85, I have many comp-
laints, but I do try to keep
cheerful, and I think if one
can only keep oneself busy you
forget the pains we have, and
as I love singing that keeps
me going and of course I sew
and knit and read but I chiefly
aing. I sing to my Old Age
Pension friends and I just love
it.

“T Love London”

I love mixing with people. I
am one of a very large family
end I am the only one of my
relations living in London. I
bove my London, and I like to
do what I can for Southwark. All
the rest of my family live all
sver England and America. I
don't see them much but we do
write to each other. I take
after my Father, he used to sing
a lot too. When my husband was
alive he was n very busy person
too, and of course sang also.

I used to work in the Boot
end Shoe trade and in the First
World War I used to go to Wool-
wich Dockyard to work stitching
Sam Brown belts, as you know
they are Officers belts, and we
often got caught in an Air Raid.

So you see I have had a bully
1life. We are now all preparing
for Xmas, may it be a happy one.

Yours sincerely,

frs Elizabeth Caroline Dorling,
3 Varley Houss,
Rockingham Estate, SE1

WRITE

te SE1. We want to hear your
news and views. Send your
letters to: SE1 Community
Newspaper, 12 Meymott St, SE1,
or give us a ring: 928 1643.

Dear SEL

I had a fall on the 23rdOct.
76 outside the Young Vic in the
Cut over the very bad workman-
ship on the paving stones, I
hurt my knee)also ruined my
stockings. I'wrote to the Dir-
ector of Civil Engineering and
a Mr. Medcalf came to see me on
the 3rd November with the Photos
of the Young Vic where I fell,
Also the same week on the Fri-
day 29th October I had another
fall and had a very bad bruise
on my right foot and a lump on
my right hip from which I have
never been able to recover
from properly, so I wrote again
but still mothing has been done
about the paving stones.

I have also phoned the Town
Hall and sent another letter,
now , what with the road in the
Cut being all churned up and we
have no beacon lights as they
have been covered up and we
have nowhere at all to cross the
road, so we think it's about
time something was done for us
people in the Cut.

It's costing me plenty of
money to keep phoning these
people up, but I'm still getting
passed from one person to an-
other. I think it's very dis-
gusting the way we are being
treated so perhaps you will pub-
lish this in the SEl, not only
for myself but for everyone who
has to do their shopping and
fpr the people who live here.

Yours sincerely,

Ivy Campbell(Mrs.)
Chairwoman of the 'Cut' Pen-
sioners Action Group

2 Benson House
Hatfields
Dear SE1,

Could I ask you to reprint
a letter that I have recently
received? This letter gave me
a tremendous lift and I hope it
will do the same for others in
North Southwark It was sent
to me by Winifred Bloomfield
of Wokingham, Berks:

"Dear Mrs Clark, I would like to
express my delight in the aims
of the Group to which you are
the Secretary. I was unaware
of its existence until my hus-
band called in at your office
in Great Guildford Street the
other day. He was born inSouth-
wark (Queen's Buildings) and
haunts the place! What I would
like to say is that I was the
local district nurse in that
area between 1945-53 and really
loved it - I can't tell you how
sad we have been to see the des-
ecration. We always hoped to
come back there but as your
paper points out there has been
a merciless reduction in the
provision of accomodation for
residents.

We wish you success, and
feel we owe you grateful thanks."

Thank you for reprinting this,
yours sincerely, Maureen Clark,
Secretary NSCDG.

Mr Cahill

I can remember the Xmas
trading in the Cut, and Lower
Marsh, before the First World
War and just after.

From 'The Ring® Blackfriars,
to the '0ld Canterbury' West-
minster, it was a fantastic
market, and these were the days
when the stall-holders used the
naptha flares, before the
Blanchard, and later the elec-
tric today.

The week before Xmas they
were allowed to keep their
stalls out all night, in those
days they never paid anything
for a stall, it was first come,
first serve, though, if you
were a regular, you did have
some claim. You would never be
allowed to put your stall in
the gutter before Ba.m.

~mistlefoe ~

Stalls were banked high with
fruit and vegetables, end Xmas
decorations. These stalls
fascinated me when I was a kid,
the paper chains, the mottoes,
the silver glitteringstring,
then there were the people
sellingthe holly and mistletoe,
stalls loaded with turkeys,
chickens, ducks &tc. as well as
the shops.

And in those days the quack
doctors would be there, trying
to cure every ailment known to
man, my favourite was one who

used to wear a feathered head-
dress and claimed to be a real
Sioux Indian. He sold snake oil
for rheumatism, it took me a
long time to think that if he
vas a real Indian, I was a

a Chinese Eskimo.

And the good humour and the
wit of the various stall holders
was unbelievable, but of course
those were the days of the Music
Hall and you get a stall holder
start one of the old songs and
everybody would join in,esp-
ecially if they were just coming
out of the 'Peartree’,‘Windmill'
and the 'Olive Branch' just to
mention a few of the many pubs
around.

Mrs Tubb

GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS

1 shopped at Cater's in the
New Cut SEl, so I joined the
Christmas club which meant you
could put a sixpence or a shill+
ing on a card and that would
make sure of getting a chiken
and a piece of bacon or a Turk-
ey for Christmas. Of course,
chickens and turkeys were some-
thing special, we only used to
have them on Christmas and we
were all looking forward to it.

We used to buy 3lb. of fruit
for the Christmas every week
and then we would make our
puddings and we all had to have
a stir, which would bring you
luck, and then boil them for
12 hours. We used to join a
sweet Club and paid a penny a
share for 12 weeks, I would have
6 shares, and Thomas's in the
New Cut was where you had to
buy your sweets :- A two pound
box of chocolatesfor Christmas,
Angels and pink mice, all in
shiny coloured paper all made
to hang on the tree. Of course,
Ihad to hide them. Then I would
buy two packets of papers for
1d and make some paste and the
two children and myself would
sit around the coal fire and
make our decorations,we really
liked and looked forward to
having a nice Christmas. We
never had any elaborate toys
like they do today, but I think
they had more fun with their
dolls or a cheap trainset.

Of course we used to buy
beer for Mums and Dads and a
cigar ‘for Dad, and perhaps they
would buy me a couple of hankies
Christmas Eve was good when
they hung up their stockings.
My daughter as she got older,
would take one of my stockings,
but it got her nowhere, she
still had a new penny and a new

3d piece, an orange, apple, a
few nuts and perhaps I would
buy something off the cheap
stall, such as a ribbon for her
hair or a slide and Christmas
morning would be laughter and
noise, my boy was a baby he was
2asily pleased.

“More. Money Now"

Everybody today has more
money and can go and buy what
they want, but I do not think
they had as much pleasure as we
did. By the way, we used to go
up the New Cut on Xmas Evelate
and buy our Xmas tree for about
a 6d or a shilling because the
trees were no good to the sel-
lers after Xmas and then we
would dress it up, of course.
Then we were all ready for
Christmas day and we had to
make our own pleasures.

I am 81 and when I look back
over the years, there were a
lot of things we miss today,in
regard to making our own fun.

But still, life is easier
today.

One step
nearer

WATERLOO RESIDENTS STOOD UP
AND CHEERED Lambeth Councillors
who spoke up in favour of turn-
ing the Waterloo Draft Planning
Strategy - calling for family
housing - into a 'statutory’
plan, enforceable by law.

This amazing scene took
place at Lambeth's Council
meeting on December 1st, where
a strong local delegation in
the Public Gallery heard Coun-
cillors Lane, Quinn, Carr,
Speakman, Hammond and Alderman
Everson speak in support.

20 letters had also been
sent to the Chairman of the
Planning Committee, and all the
pressure paid off as the Counc-
il voted to send the Plan to
the Secretary of State for the
Environment for approval,
against the wishes of senior
council officials.

Little action had been taken
since Lambeth Council accepted
the choice of the overwhelming
majority of local people one
year ago. This was for substan-
tial emphasis on housing,
restraint on office development
with a programme for industry
and employment, intensive
environmental work and support
for special sections of the
Community.

A similar choice was accept-

Uncommon
Views

When members ot the North
Southwark Community Development
Group presented evidence to a
House of Commons Select Commit-
tee on Planning on November 17tt
Mr Tim Sainsbury, one of the
Sainsbury food family, ignored
the evidence presented and took
up valuable time querying the
Group on its methods.

Mr Sainsbury is a director
of the family firm and a right
wing Tory MP. He criticised the
Groups methods of obtaining
local residents views and the
viability of NSCDG's "short
constitution". He arqued that
"there was no demand for indus-
try in London". Maureen Clark
of NSCDG refuted this as an ex-
treme statement and added that
there was not much demand for
offices either.

Houever all of this was in-
tended by Mr Sainsbury to divert
attention away from the evidence
which stressed that there is not
enough time given in planning
matters to public participation
wand that councils and developers
usually reached agreement before
public consultation took place.

Mr Christopher Price, one of
‘the Labour MP's on the Subcom-
mittee was sympathetic to this
view and said afterwards, "we
nardly ever have groups like the
NSCDG representing working class
people appearing before House
of Commons Subcommittees. Usually
it is establishment bodies like
the British Property Federation,
Town and Country Planning Assoc-
lation and the Council for the
Presevation of Rural England."

ed in June this year, and the
proposed housing development in
Coin Street shows that they
intend to act on their decision.

» H 1

best office site”

However as next May's GLC
elections draw nearer, it has
become clear that there's a
very real possibility of the
Tories winning control of the
GLC - and then reverse the
Labour GLC's policy.

Only a few weeks ago the
Tory spokeswoman on GLC plann-
ing said that the South Bank
was "the best office site left
in Europe" and shouldn't be
wasted on building houses.

It was this danger that led
the Bishops Branch of the local
Labour Party to put pressure on
Lambeth Council to make the
draft plan a 'statutory local
plan' and thus a legal document
much more difficult for the
Tories to change.

On November 1st at the Lamb-
eth Planning Committee, local
councillor Peter Lane put this

suggestion forward. The Chief
Planning officer objected, say-
ing that it would take two
years to do and that it would
be difficult to get the necess-
ary support from the GLC in
any case. But Peter Lane
persisted, supported by a numb-
er of other councillors and
local residents who were also
present. Finally the Committee
instructed the officers to
prepare the plans for lodging
with the DOE soon.

What were the GLC doing ?
Again, the Bishops Branch memb-
ers decided that inaction here
would also be disastrous, so
they arranged for a delegation
of local groups to meet Norman
Howard, Chairman of GLC plann-
ing, and Lillias Gillies, Chair
man of the South Area Board.

overwhelmed

At this meeting on November
16th Councillors Howard and
Gillies were literally over-
whelmed by representatives
from the Waterloo Community
Development Group, the Associat-
ion of Waterloo Groups, the
North Lambeth Neighbourhood
Council, the Lambeth Estates
Residents Association, the Stame
ford/Aquinas/El:.msland Residents
Association, the Pearman Street
Co-operative, the Pensioners
Club, Miss Tenants Club, the
Pensioners Action Group and two
local schools.

After a long discussion the
two Councillors promised GLC
support for the plan, and most
importantly said they would
help Lambeth get it through as
a legal plan.

As a result of this local
action the Waterloo Plan should
be with Peter Shore, Secretary
of State for the Environment,
by Christmas, backed by both
Lambeth and the GLC.

But if you think that's the
end of the struggle, then think
again ! Peter Shore will prob-
aby call for a public enguiry
next year - so keep on
fighting !

Swimming
MumPh !

Southwark ar he borough
swimming champions of London
for the third year running.
They got their hat trick by
beating teams from Camden, En-
field, Havering, Hounslow and
Merton in the final of the Lon-
don inter-borough swimming
championship at Ladywell Baths,
Lewisham, on Saturday, Nov. 27.
In an exciting final, they fin-
ished nine points ahead of
their old rivals, Hounslow, who
have won the title on four pre-
vious occasions.

The Southwark team received
the LBA silver trophy from
Olympic gold medallist Adrian
Parker, a member of Britain's
modern pentathlon team. Each
beam riember received a medal.

Another triumph is the build-
ing of the swimming baths at
the Elephant - pictured left -
due for completion in 1977.

Boundary Inquiry

went

After the public ingiry
last week into the proposed
change of the boundaries of
Cathedral Ward, which would
mean the loss of one of the
three ward councillors, Coun-
cillor Gates and representativas
of the NSCDG said that they
thought the Assistant Boundary
Commissioner had listened symp-
athetically to their case. In
contrast, the case of the Coun-
cil put forward by Mr. Broom-
head the Assistant Town Clerk
was disorganised and inaccurate

Southwark Council have prop-
osed putting the eastern bound-
ary of the Cathedral Ward down
the middle of Borough High St.
instead of following the old
Southwark-Bermondsey boundary
down Crosby Rou.

George Nicholson,presenting
the arguements against changing
the boundaries, said that not
only were the population fig-
ures put foward by Southwark
Council an underestimate of the
number of electors in the ward,
but that the loss of a Coun-
cillor would seriously reduce
participation in an area which
was experiencing great changes

and problems and needed max-
imum representation. Councillon
Gates said that the boundary
changes would break up the
historic ties between Cathedral
Ward and many old trusts in the
area, for example, the Borough
High Street was an ancient part
of the borough with communities
built up on either side. Georgg
Nicholson said that Borough
High Street was not a boundary,
but an artery linking the two
sides of Borough High Street.

Putting the case for the
Council, Mr. Griffiths said
that, 'Warcs eve artificialj
in my view, .laries are not
of much signiricance in terms
r olanning.' This i3 quite to
the contrary of the local view
that the boundaries of the
community and its activities
should be of vital planning
concern. Moreover, the ' .cal
Government Act of 1972 which
prcvide the terms of refersnce
for the Boundary Review says
quite specifically “"that regard
should be had for any local
ties which would be broken by
the fixing of any particular
boundary".

The results of the inquiry
will not be known for several
months.

Wateriloo
Action
Centre
14 Baylis Road
SE1

Tel 261 1404
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FREE LEGAL ADVICE

The Advice Centre is open every Thursday and we now have seven

lawyers, a typist, receptionist and,social worker.

We can deal

withany sort of problem and we will be able to write letters,

make phone calls, etc., for you.

If you should need to go to

court we will put you in touch with a lawyer who can do this

work for you.

Even if your problem turns out not to be a legal

one, our social worker will be able to give you advice.
Although we mainly work for individuals, we are more than willing

to help any groups, Tennants'

Associations,

etc., in the area.
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AT LAST the Campbell Buildings
Tenants' Association has become
a working reality.

Due to the relentless work of
just two young ladies, Hilda
Petley and Maureen Birch, we
nave now got ourselves the
beginning of a very good T.A.

It all started with Hilda anc
Maureen, almost entirely on
their own, knocking on doors try
ing to get fellow tenants to
join them. But as always, it was

Minﬁs work”

officials.

We shall try to help people
to the best of our ability, with
the help of the Waterloo Action
Centre, who have been backing us
from the beginning - in fact we
would not have been so active
without them, especially Pat
Taylor. We would also appreciate
any other suggestions on how to
use the flat.

The T.A. is an organisation
by the tenants for the tenants,

Says Chairman
Mr Vydelingum

and it is only by standing to-
gether that we can improve our
conditions. So, residents of
Campbell Buildings, if you want
things to improve for us, let us
forget our petty prejudices and
resentments, and join together
for our own sakes, because if we
are divided we cannot win. Join
the T.A. and make it a force to
be reckoned with. I am sure,
when we are all together we will
win through.

heartbreaking and often utterly
disappointing. We tenants were
all very enthusiastic, but when
it came to paying our subscrip-
tions, most of us were suddenly
broke and could not afford the
crippling sum of Sp.

Well, now they are back, and
with a very hard-working team
who form the committee to help
them this time. We have already
had a successful meeting with
Mr.Butterworth, the housing
manager for Campbell Buildings;
Mr.Greenstead, the housing offi-
cer; and also Pam Verden, the
local councillor, to whom we are
very grateful for her concern
about the conditions of Campbell
Buildings. She has taken a great
interest in our T.A., and in my
opinion will be one of our great-
est champions.

The T.A. can and will work
this time. Why? Because we now
have a hard-working committee,
who have a lot of good ideas on
how to make our conditions bet-
ter. Obviously we cannot expect
miracles, but we can only do our
best.

Some of the issues the commit-|
tee will be helping with are: to
accelerate the work on the insta-
llation of gas fires and water
heaters - the work seems to be
dragging on for too long; showers
for those who want them; repairs
to be done promptly; etc.

We have also been given a
flat (No.292) by the hpusing
management for our use. This is
something which we are very exci-
ted about, because there are so
many ideas on how to make use of
fit. Such as: a meeting place for
0.A.P.s, a mothers' afternoon,
Bn advice centre, a children's
cvlub, etc. Members of the commit.
tee will also be there on Monday
pvenings for an hour to hear any
complaints against the housing

Catwoman !

As you sit down to Christmas
dinner this year, you can do so
in the comfort of knowing that
your meal is being shared by 80
stray cats in SE1. This is not
an appeal for your Christmas
turkev, but thanks to Mrs Osborn
who lives in Peabody Buildings,
Southwark Street, and a remark-
able seven days a week all
weather service she has been
running for the last 26 years,
the cats will be fed on Christ-
mas Day. Mrs Osborne, no kitten
herself at 76, wheels her pram
every day around.to several pick
up points. Cats leap out of
derelict warehouses and old
ouildings in Dolben Street,

‘notice toquit’
confusion

MANY LAMBETH Council tenants
have been concerned recently
about the new tenancy contracts
1ssued to them in place of the
old contracts. Many tenants,
aspecially in Campbell Buildings,
have shown great concern - parti-
cularly since the new contrects
uame with a 'Notice to Quit'.

'Notice to Quit'?. Well, Lam-
beth Council have explained that
in order to make the new con-

-| tract legal, they have first to

end the old contract - and this
is done with a 'notice to quit'.
lhey say it's just a legal form-
ality, and no-one should worry

| about it.

Lavington Street, Leigh Hunt
Street, Ewer Street and Great
Guildford Street, waiting for
their daily diet of fidomeat,
milk and cat foode

Several generations of cats
have now benefitted from this
early forerunner of the meals on
wheels service.

Rumours that cats living in
3-bedroom splendour in Dulwich
have got to hear of this service
and moved North seem to have
some truth, for with the scar-
city due to the price of fish
these days Mrs Osborne's diet is
becoming the envy of the feline
world. SE1 wish Mrs Osborne a
merry Christmas as she does her
meals service on Christmas Day.

What are these new contracts?
All council tenants have a con-
tract (even if they never see it)
which says what they have to do
or not do to remain as tenants.
what's new about this contract
is that for the first time ever,
it spells out what the Council
agrees to do on its side - what
the council's duties are towards
the tenants.

The new contracts have come
about because the Lambeth Borough
Estates group (which is made up
of tenants themselves through
tenants' associations) have been
oressing for three years to get
the Council to do it. At first
they made excuses - said it 'was
not legally possible' (they
thought all the tenants would
sue them for failing to do what
the contract says the Council
shall do). But in the end they
gave in - and the new contracts
are much better than the old one.

So if you're a Lambeth tenant
you'd probably do well to sign
yours. But you should read it
through first, and if there is
anything you don't like, or
don't understand, get in touch
with the Tenant's Association
Sefore signing; ot if you are
not a member of one, contact the
$E1 newspaper groups at 12 Mey-
mott Street (928 1643) or the
Waterloo Action Centre, 14 Baylis
Road (261 1404).

And meanwhile, what about
Southwark Council setting down
on paper it$ obligations towards
its tenants? There's nothing to
gtop them and every reason why
they should follow the example
of Lambeth Council.

SHORINJI KEMPO

effective system of self-defence

LONDON SHORINGT
ZEMPO DO

is based on the methods of the Shaolin Monks. It combines a highl

with Zen meditation. Training

lencourages the harmonious development of the body and mind, and
romotes the four virtues of LOVE, WISDOM, COURAGE and HEALTH.

F'RAINING TIMES: Monday 8-10pm; $atirday 2-5pm.
[Phone Jo Jonas 486 6983 or 286 Y835.

Shotokan

Colombo St. Sports &
Community Centre

Kar

TRAINING TIMES

Tuesday 1-2pm; 7-9pm.
Thursday 1-2pm; 7-9pm.
Saturday 10-12am

Phone Ron Scott 928 5338

Private lessons by appointment.

The Queen’s SilverdJubilee
London Celebrations 1977

Green grows
I

Misplaced
Jubliation G0

The rush is now on to convert
the open space in front of the
$hell building on the South Bank
into a public park
with Band Stand,
landscaping etc.

These plans are
being hurried for the
celebration of the
Queen's Silver Jub-
ilee in 1977.

Over the last dec-
ade the site has been
used for public car
parking, one of the
many National Car
Parks in this area.

The car park was
allowed because no
kind of building can
be errected on this
site, owing to a
covenant order allocated to the
Sha_ll organisation until the year
2006. Many local residents who
have been very concerned about
this site were very angry when
they first heard about the cove-
nant. They have been fed up
seeing motionless cars being
allowed to park on publically
owned land, and have been pres-
sing for a number of years to
get something planned for the
area. They did suggest having
council housing built there
until they heard about the cove-
nanat, which prevents this. So
they have welcomed the new plans
for more green area rather than
acres of concrete. Councillor
Ewan Carr, the local GLC repre-

Plan of eavironmental improvements by the Shell Building on the South

Key: 1 Lawns; 2 Entertainments; 3 Formal garden; 4 Columbia
n;}pok S Shrubbery; 6 Outdoor exhibition; 7 Overflow car park;
8 Waterloo footway extension.

visitors to the area. Why not
ban car parking completely from
the area? This could be possible
with footbridges to one of the
biggest railuays termini in Lon-
don, with both overground and
underground railuay, plus at
least 30 bus routs passing
through the South Bank area.
More significantly, locals
are very concerned that cars
will now be pushed further south
into their streets - we already
have coaches and private cars
parking around the Lower Marsh
area at weekends. This is the
trouble with planning depart=
ments: they either take too long
or they rush things. Surely the

crocodile park next ?

commonsense thing to do (if you
don't ban cars from the area
altogether) is to bury the cars
- that is, to build an under-
ground car park beneath the new
park. But no: new problems will
arise, and that is why it is
very vital for the people who
live here to have a say in what
is planned. It does concern them
and they can foreteell the pro-
blems that will arise.

Uho will pay for the new park?
80% has been raised ror the fund-
ing of the £275,000 project from
private sources (among them
shell, who stand to gain a good
deal of benefit from the new
park, and the Brick Development
Association who have provided
the bricks for the scheme). The
GLC contacted Lambeth Council
to see if they would like to
fund some of the costs, but the
Director of Planning said 'sorry
we've no money in the kitty!.

If you would like to see
larger plans they will be on
show at the Waterloo Action
Centre, 14 Baylis Road, SE1.
Please come along and make your
comments.

sentative, has been pushing very
hard for a change of use of the
site.

A small car park is being
erected near the Hungerford
Bridge side to take some of the

Supernews

In their reply to the request
for extending the supermarket in
the Cut by taking over the empty
shop next door, Caters' property
manager has stresses that they
are looking into this idea, but
are also looking for a larger
site. Apparently their lease on
the present premises may not
have long to run, and the cur-
rent asking price for Lhe empty
Sussex Laundry shop is around

£100 a week (including rates).

On hearing the news that
Caters might be interested in
another site, the Waterloo Com-
munity Development Group passed
on the information and contacts
reganding the allotment site in
the Cut, and the David Greig
building, which now has 9,000
square feet of foo-shop space.
So now we have two supermarket
chains interested - the other
being the Royal Arsenal Co-ope-
rative Society. We will keep
readers informed of any develop-
ments.

Jubilee’ve this ?

The GLC Arts and Recreation
Committee are going slowly barmy.
Their latest scheme for livening
up the Southwark disaster area
will bring tears to the pigeons
eyes.

Tuenty paving stones are to
be inscribed with poems, whichk
will be periodically changed so
that we don't get bored. No doubt
council workmen will appreciate
this poetic chore, but SE1 think
the pigeons will deliver the only
fitting message to our cultural
masters in County Hall.

Another crazy paving scheme is
to be found shortly at London
Bridge where the GLC want to

spend £16,000 laying out a garden
by the no. 47 bus stop. Moreover,|
this is not to keep the bus queud
happy whilst they wait for hours.
The Council officers feel that
commuters should be able to enjoyl
a pleasant view as they scuttle
from London Bridge Station over
the bridge into the city.

A cheaper scheme to pave the
area which would have cost£2,000
was rejected as being "too spar-
tan".

We should all thank the GLC
for their concern for the sorely
tried commuters, but what about
the residents of SE1 having a few
flowers near their houses?

5
Eco-

logical
Bomb
Site ?

To celebrate the Queen's Sil-
ver Jubiles next year, Southwark
Council is planning a Riverside
Walkway and Ecological Park on
Thameside.

The Walkway will actually be-
gin at Leicester Square, going
via St. James' Park to Lambeth
Bridge and then straight along
the riverside, past Southwark
Cathedral, to Tower Bridge. Sev-
eral bits of the proposed walk-
way do not exist yet, and will
have to be provided by the coun-
cil. Markers with the silver
Jubilee crown emblem will mark
the route.

'Ecological Park' is the
touncil's new name for a bomb
site. This ecological bomb site
is in Potter's Fields, next to
Tower Bridge. According to a
vouncil report it will contain
Yspontaneous vegetation as
existing, undergoing gradual
succession to natural scrub and
woodland' and a 'freshwater pool
in the hollow near the existing
hut'. Also provided will be
trees, ivy and creepers, rock
plants, and a grassy glade.

Ironically, the Proprietors
of Hays Wharf, who for years
have been having secret discus-
sions about their office plans,
are pressing for public consul-
tation with local people on the
ecological park plans.

Meanwhile, SE1 would like to
suggest a few more places which
would qualify for the 'scologi-
cal park of the year' award.
Like the eyesores in London Road
Copperfield Street, Waterloo
Road and Harper Road.

REMEMBER the campaign last
year to protest at the proposed
closure of Southwark Fire Sta-
tion? There is a possibility
that this will need to be revi-
ved, because there are whispers
in the station that closure is
once again being considered by
the Fire Brigade.

The Brigade is administered
by the GLC through its Fire
Brigade Committee (Chairman:
John Henry). The North South-
wark Community Development
Group has written to the Commit.
tee asking for a definite state.
ment of their plans for South-
wark Fire Station.

North Southwark

108 Great Guildford Street
WE NEED HOMES ,SHOPS,JOBS,AND NOT OFFICES & TOURISTS

-,
N

/&%, [LET US PLAN OUR AREA

028-8165




IN THE MIDOLE of all the gloom
and doom that is engulfing us as
we go out of 1976, let's not
forget THERE HAS BEEN SOME GOOD-
NEWS!!!

Lambeth Council decided on a
plan for more housing and indus-
try and less office building in
Waterloo. This was because of
the pressure of Waterloo people
and against strong resistence
from council planners and devel-
opers. (see page 3 for more
details).

The young Photographers Group
at Blackfriars Settlement has
spearheaded the movement for
young people to become more in-
terested in photography. An
exhibition of their photos was
at the Waterloo Action Centre
and at many other places inclu-
ding Southampton, County Hall
and recently Capital Radio.

Courages Brewery who employ
around 1500 people in North

Southwark announced they had ab-
andoned plans to close down
their brewery and bottling
plant.

Meals on Wheels - after a big
public outcry and a sharp reduc-
tion in the number of old people
taking meals on wheels, South-
wark Council was forced to
reduce its huge increase in
charges.

Flat Iron Square A public In-
quiry into a proposal by a
property developer to redevelop
Flat Iron Square resulted in a
major Victory for local resi-~
dents. They were fighting to
save the shops and the Depart-
ment of the Environment decided
not to give permission for
redevelopment.

Hatch Row on the corner of
Hatfields and Roupell Street is
to have housing for families
built on it by the Society for
Cooperative Dwellings. The
original plans for hostel accom-
odation were defeated by strong
local opposition.

Public Inquiries. Many plans for
office development have been

defeated at public inquiries.
These include the site at the
old Dispatch Motors in Southwark
Bridge Road,
BOUNDARY INQUIRY.

Public Inquiry held after
Southwark Council scheme queried
by local people.

Bermondsey Street shops. South-
wark Council negotiate to buy

the shops after being alerted to
the fact that if they were rec
veloped, there would not be any
shops left to serve Tyers Estate
and White's Grounds.

DHSS 99 - 101 RED CROSS WAY.
Public Inquiry to be held
after massive local opposition.

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL PART OF

THE GOOD NEWS FOR SE1 OVER THE
LAST YEAR. LET'S MAKE 1977 AN
EVEN GREATER YEAR TO REMEMBER!

S

Deverall's, Downing's and Spring-
hall Wharves. Riverside saved
for local residents after Inquiry
Inspector agrees with residents
from Dickens TR, Tooley St. TA,
Millpond TA, NSCDG, and Arnold
TA that a site bought for luxury
housing should be turned into a
park.

ST THOMAS
DISTRICT

Community
Health Council

Has opened
Advice &
Information Centre

at

an

2-4 Cleaver Street,
Kennington

(582 3238

Come and see us

Merry Christmas

SOUTIH LONDON
PRESS OUIT SE1

The other newspaper in SE1
has seen the writing on the wall.]
With the announcement that

SE1 interviews REG GOODWIN,

our Local GLC Councillor as we start 1977 -- Election Year

U L
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SIR REG GOODWIN DOES NOT GIVE THE IMPRESSION of a man who seeks

the South London Press office at

Elephant Jobs, providing badly
the Elephant is to close, one

needed jobs for 16-19 year olds

or gets the limelight. He seemed to regret that his responsibili-
ties, first as leader of Bermonagsey Council and then as leader of
the labour group, both in opposition and in control of the GLC had

in Southwark and Lambeth was
started by Blackfriars Settle-
ment using 'Job Creation Scheme'
money from the government. They
do building and decorating,
carpentry, pottery, lestherwork
and jewellry.

Pearman Street residents won
their long battle to save their
homes from demolition by Lambeth
Council. They have formed a
housing cooperative and hope to
go ahead with modernising every
house as soon as possible.

North Southwark Community
Development Group submitted a
planning application for family
housing on Bankside, based on
the same design as the Nicholsor
Street houses.

The Greater London Council have
announced plans to build housing
on land at Coin St and Doon St,
between Stamford Street and the
river. This was after a big
campaign by the Waterloo
Community Development Group.
80% of the homes are to be low
rise family housing.

era ends and another begins.

This unexpected boost to our
readership puts us in a monopoly
position in SE1 - but we promise
to bring you the news as it is.
Better still, you bring it to us
and we'll bring it to everyone
else.

May we wish our readers a
merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year - and to the South London
Press, good luck in its new

‘““‘your local pub”

THE LORD CLYDE

THE BOROUGH
S.E.1l

TRUMANS

Merry Xmas from
Dennis,Molly,Michael, Lucy

Hot &Cold Food 407-3397

BEER

taken up most of his energies, leesving him little time for local
activities, apart from 'surgeries' in the area he has represented

in various councils since 1937.

It was in that year, follou-
ing his work with boys' clubs in
3ermondsey, that he became a
member of the old Bermondsey
Metropolitan Council. He became
leader of that council in 1946,
and stayed until it disappeared,
after reorganisation in the mid-
1960s. He clearly looks back to
those days as the 'golden age',
talking with pride about their
direct labour force, which built
homes with gardens in Rotherhi-
the. At the time, many critici-
sed the policy, but he feels
vindicated by the swing back to
homes with gardens as a reaction
against the tower block era,
which he clearly regards as
naving been disastrous from all
points of view.

In additon to leading the
local council, Sir Reg also re-
presented Bermondsey on the LCC
from 1946, on the GLC since 1965,
and has been leader of the Labour
group since 1967.

offices pledge

The election manifesto which
brought Sir Reg and his Labour
group to power in County Hall in
1973 promised souncil housing
between Blackfriars Bridge and
Tower Bridge. The promise is
still words: it hasn't been ful-
filled in bricks and mortar yet.
But Sir Reg insists that the GLC
Labour group has not gone back
on its word, and cites the vari-
ous differences between the GLC

end Southwark Council on the
nffice issue.

He feels there is sufficient
office development already, and
that further development should
be limited ae much as possible.

“reject Mecca’

un the application from Mecca for
additional office space in South
wark Street, which is currently
veing considered by the GLC
Planning Commiitee, he said 'Ill
do everything I possibly can to
see it's rejected. It would be

a terrible intrusion'

0On the subject of Bankside,
Bir Reg was equally firm: 'Yes,
I want to see family housing',
and he thought that in order to
achieve this, the GLC would have
to buy sites. Since Sir Reg had
in the past been a Trustee of
the Globe Playhouse Trust, we
asked him how his commitment to
family housing fitted in with
this.

homes v Globe

Without any hesitation he
said that housing should have
priority. On the Globe itself,
he said 'I shall tell my friends
in Southwark that I think it's
fulfilled a useful job while it
has been there, but the provi-
sion isn't any longer necessary.
'I'm not at all sure in my own
mind', he said, 'that the Globe
can possibly stand up to what
is now provided'. He doesn't
object to an extension of tem-
porary use, but 'uhatever is
granted should be on the under-
standing that as soon as housing
development gets the go-ahead,
it will go'.

The proposed housing develop~
ment in Coin Street has been
attacked by the Tories in County
Hall recently, because they
think the site should be develo-
ped 'for London as a whole' (by
which they mean, for private
orofit). Sir Reg's reaction to
this attack is 'anything we can

Chemist

pight we have lost in the last
three years in both the north
Lambeth and North Southwark area.
A chemist is still badly needed
around the Borough High Street
district.

The Chemist Campaign itself ik
having some success on the natiow-
nal level. Since its formation
pther urban areas have shown thet
they too have the same problem.
In fact as many as 25 chemisis
have been closing every month
pationally. Through our local
campaign, Age Concern have taken
up the issue, the Pharmaceutical
Service have produced a document
on the problem.

The Campaign is very proud
that it started the ball rolling-
showing what local initiative can
do! They have brought the pro-
blem to the attention of the
St. Thomas' Community Health
Authority and through them have
got a Working Party together to

contd ...

study the problem. The Working
Party was made up of Planners,
Pharmacists, GP's and two local
residents for Lambeth, Southwark
and Lewisham. Their final report
was then brought to the attent-
ion of the Joint Consultative
Committee of the Area Health
Authority and from them we await
progress

recomendations
Some of the more important

recommendations in the report
were:

* That a chemist threatened
with closure because of lack of
off-sales should be supported
with government money.

* That local authorities should
help find alternative accommo-
dation when a chemist is forced
out by redevelopment.

* That local authorities
should help chemists to open

NE

up, by rent subsidies and other
concessions.

* That lists of addresses and
opening times of Chemists
should be kept displayed in
public places and surgeries.

* A major recommendation was
that the Area Health Authority
should approach the DHSS to ask
them to get chemists 'based on
social needs in areas where
normal economic criteria have
caused the closure of chemist
shops'.

One of the main obstacles to
implementing these recommenda-
tions is MR. GYVES, Administra-
tor to the Family Practitioner
rommittee, who still believes
that chemists should open only
in areas where there is 'suffi-
cient economic demand'. Nothing
about social needs, pensioners,
oung mothers with children.

do to make the policy stick be-
fore the election we shall do.
Let's hope the election goes in
a way so that this difficulty
doesn't arise.

On the subject of the manage-
ment of housing the GLC already
ouns, Sir Reg described the
caretaking system as fone of the
biggest headaches'. Although
they've been trying to get back
to resident caretakers, the
County Hall politicians have
made little progress. The agree-
ment the Tories came to with the
unions, when they set up the
mobile caretaking system was

caretakers?

very advantaceous and long-term.
All the Labout group have been

transport system is crucial to

all aspects of life in London.
His piggest disappointment

is the failure to keep fares low;

all they have been able to do

is to mitigate the effects of

fare rises on pensioners, with

free bus passes and cheap tube

fares; and on children with the

cheap fares.

if Labour win?

If Labour are returned in the
GLC elections next year, Sir Req
Yopes that they will get the
Jocklands scheme really moving,
including the 'River Line' tube.
He'd.also like to see a strate-
gic housing plan in which outer
boroughs like Bromley would have
to release land for homes for
people from hard-pressed bor-
oughs like Lambeth and Southwark.
At the end, he offered to be of
help to SE1 in the future if he
could. We think that could be
taken to be an offer of help fo
readers of SE1 too!

able to do is, with union agree-
ment, to establish a 'residen-
tial presence' on big estates,
to supplement the mobile care-
takers. He thought the District
Housing Committees that have
been set up helped to an extent,
and that the new system is worke
ing well.

Sir Reg was armed with sheets
of statistics. When we asked
him what the modernisation and
improvement programmmes for the
Rockingham and Tgbard estates
were over the next few years,
he had answers. On the Rocking-
ham, there is £150,000 set
aside for 'environmental improve.
ments' for 1977/8; the clubroom
is almost ready, and some flats |
are currently being modernised.
On Tabard, the programme has
cost £30,000, but there is not-
hing in the kitty for 1977/8.

Getting away from the statis-
tics, he admitted 'it's much
less than one would want to see')

public transport

0f all the issues we talked
about, Public Transport services
and fares seemed to concern Sir
Reg more than anything. He men-
tioned the scrapping of the Ring
say proposals, and a shift of
resources to public transport as
the biggest success of the pre-
sent administration in County
4all. He obviously feels passio-
nately that a good, cheap public

Dolben homes

GOOD NEWS for housing in the
area. Remember Issue 137 We
printed a picture of the houses
in Dolben Street (off Black-
friars Road) where former homes
lying empty, were up for sale
as offices.

Well they are going to be
homes again after all. A co-opes
rative scheme is planned for
these three buildings and pos-
sibly also for seven or eight
flats in another building nearby.

Anyone interested in joining
this co-operative should contack
Peter Challen at the Christ-
church Industiral Centre, 27
Blackfriars Road, SE1 (928 4707),

Bestwishes from the Members & Staff

WORK CENTRE

BLACKFRIARS, <A
SETTLEMENT %

WATERLOO ACTION CENTRE
14 BAYLIS ROAD -LONDON SE1 7AA

Merry Christmas?' 26" 1404
and Happy New Year,

WYY SE I Friends WYY

Buy your Christmas cards and gifts from our shopfront stall

at the Waterloo Action Centre:
cards, beautiful woollen rugs,
moccasins -

attractive - good value for m

hand silkscreen printed
wooden plantstands, leather

they are wsll made, reasonably priced, and

oney.
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Government Chemist

~workers’

At the corner of Waterloo
Bridge and Stamford Street
stands Cornwall House. About 14
years ago, the two top floors of
che building were converted into
modern laboratories to house the
laboratories of the Government
Chemist. The laboratory dates
pack to 1842, and had been scat-
tered in various buildings in
London till then.

Few members of the general
ublic know what the Laboratory
does, yet in some way its acti-
vities affect everyong. It pro-
vides an analytical and advisory
service to other Government
Oepartments. Over 1,000 samples
are examined each day - among
them food, water, medicines,
liquer, cigarettes, children's
toys and im ported goods. Senior
staff attend over 2,500 meetings
in London and Brussels each year

About 435 people work for the
laboratory, of whom 340 are
qualified scientists. Most of
the latter live in the outer
suburbs and commute daily. The
rest are employed as porters,
tleaners, messengers, store
keepers, stc and tend to live
locally.

.

expansion

For some years the expansion
of work in the Laboratory has
led to serious problems of over-
erowding and a strain on serv-
ices to the building and it was
against this background that the
staff agreed in 1972 that the
Laboratory should move to a big-
ger building 1-2 hours travel-
Ling time from London, and a bal-
lot in 1974 showed Swindon to be
the favoured location.

However, after a change of
government it was announced that
the Laboratory was to move to
West Cumbria. The staff protest
asgainst this decision went un-
heard, and so on Tuesday 9 Novem-
ber they went on strike to lobby
their MPs.

The proposed new laboratory in
Cumbria is estimated to cost £11

industry stood.
of people dressed in penguin

can sit and look at it

It cost a lot of money to bui
to do so.

The people who use it do not
afar, even abroad.

activist,

if you guessed it in under 30

Newspaper,

if you failed to guess it you
member of the Arts Council.

It is within the South Bank Area, where once housing and
It was recently opened by a royal person who was met by a

It is built of concrete and has seats facing it so that you

PRIZES FOR GUESSING THE CORRECT ANSWER (see

If you guessed it in under ten seconds you

headache

million, yet a small overspill
laboratory on Crown would
rost £1 million and
the present overcrowding. Most
of the samples come from the
South and South-East of England,
80 the cost of delivery would
increase, in the case of

land
alleviate

and

perishable goods special refrige-

rated transport would be requi-
red. Fares to a meeting in
central London would increase
from 10p to £50. All in all, the
cost of running the laboratory
would double to about £9 million
& year. And some customers would
seek alternative services rather
than go to the trouble and
expense of sending samples to
fumbria.

#
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Bob Mellish receives the petition of 360 signatures

waste of money

The staff view the proposal
as not only a waste of money,
but also the destruction of what
is probably one of the finest
analytical chemistry laboratorieg
in the world.

Who then benefits from the
proposed move? Not the scientific
staff, for they are recruited
nationally and would have to up-
root themselves and their fami-
lies. Not the people of lest
Cumbria, for far from solving the
unemployment of the area, Cumbria
will need to provide more jobs
for the wives and children of
specialist staff than the Labora-
tory will provide for local
Cumbrian residents. Not the staff
presently recruited from in and
around SE1, for they will need
:0 find alternative employment.
dho then?

The conclusion the staff have
reached is that the Laboratory
should now stay in London and
they have asked their MPs to
help them in their campaign. A
petition with over 360 signatu~
res of staff working in the Lab-
oratory was presented to Bob
Mellish, Chairman of the Greater
~ondon Regional Council of the
Labour Party, who has agreed to
take up the case.

lot
suits.

1d and to run and will continue

live locally, but come from

page 10) BUT

must be a local
seconds you read SE1 Community

are either a planner or a

Southwark rents

- bankers> profits

Council rents in Southwark
are to go up by 13% next April.

‘This was decided by Southwark

Council's Housing Committee in
“Nn\/ember, because figures pre-
|pared by council officials show
[that the housing deficit will go
{up by about £2 million. The rent
fincrease will bring in an extra
E1 million

Art-ful
Dodgers

On BBC Nationwide recently we
saw with our ouwn eyes where the
Arts Ceuncil money goes. £300
for guys walking around the
streets with tin cans on their
heads, plus a girl getting £500
for hanging dirty babies nappies
and calling it art. Yet when the
Waterloo Festival committee ap-
plied to the Arts Council for a
grant towards this year's festi-
val, they were refused.

Even though the application
was for £100 less than they gava
last year. Even though the cost
of tooking theatre groups and
other entertainments had risen.
So come on, Arts Council -
bring your dirty washing out
into the open, and remember that
local community festivals serve
far more people.

The council's spending on
housing divided into two parts,
known as 'capital' and ‘revenue!
'Capital' spending goes on buy-
ing property, building new hous-
ing and modernising old houses
and flats. Nearly all this money
(which next year will be

£42 million, a drop of £7 million
from this year) is borrowed from
banks and financial institutions
in th City.

The Council has to pay inter-
est on the borrowed money and
this interest is one of the parts
of Revenue Spending. Other parts
are repairs and maintenance,
caretaking and management.
Revenue spending is paid for out
of rents, government subsidy and
rates.

Southwark Council will next
year spend about £31 million in
interest charges. This is three-
quarters of the total revenue
spending. About £10 million will
go on repairs etc.

In one year interest charges
will have risen by £6 million
while spending on repairs and
maintenance will have stood still
st only £5 million.

So remember; if your rent
goes up by one pound next April,
75p of that will be going
to the banks, insurance compan-
ies and finance houses to boost
their profits.
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DOORS OPEN 7.7N0
BAR PROVIDED !

Tickets at the door nr at

Waterloo Amenities
Group IN CONJUNCTION WITH LAMBETH AMENITIES

Grand XmasDance

ANDREWS CHURCH HALL,
Providing Continuous Live Music

pm Music Starts

TICKETS

Waterloo Action Centre

Short Street

8.00 pm till 1.0 am

S0 p 0.A.P's 2U p

Wituaw Boor
UNDAY
TIMES ...
.l!

i s, \ ELECTION
) > Inteligence
4 2 _;h.u-hi
e
e 7 g
Wie °

BTN <

Street,
Bankside,
1898

.
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LOOKING EAST FROM THE JUNCTION

OF HOPTON STREET AND SUMNER
3STREET. BANKSIDE POWER STATION
IS NOW WHERE THE SHOPS ON THE
LEFT ARE. LOVE LANE, WHICH NO
LONGER EXISTS, IS ON THE LEFT OF
THE PICTURE. HOLLAND STREET

§ SCHOOL USED TO BE IN LOVE LANE.

SE1 WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANY-
DNE WHO HAS MEMORIES OF WHAT
BANKSIDE USED TO BE LIKE. (Who

! pays families shouldn't live on

Bankside?).

SCENTS OF SOUTHWARK

IN GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, just behind
Southuark Bacon Drying Company. The one
of these two old-established outfits in
frosty winter evenings, or damp October
the bacon smoker take on the air of a forest fire,

the Fire Station, lies the
irony of the positioning
North Southwark is that on
ones, the streets around
as smoke from

the wood shavings in the bacon smoker billows at pavement level.

The scent must have driven
many a duty fire officer crazy,
as he whiled away a watch with
his arch-enemy drifting around
his nostrils.

The bacon smoking first
dtarted just after the First
World War, and though smoked
bacon is not as popular as it
was, over 1,000 sides of pig are
smoked there during a week.

Cyril Adams started work there
when he left school 33 years ago
and with five other staff, inclu=
ding a stovehand, a topman and
@ ropeman, they fill the ovens
with either M68 sides hung six
to a bar during the weekday, or
224 sides hung eight to a bar
during the weekend." - a bar, for
those not in the smoking business
being half the width of the oven.
Two ovens are usually in use.

More are packed in at weekends
as the pigs are smoked for two
days, instead of the usual over-
night smoking that the weekday
pigs get.

In the old days, bacon was
'fired' three times. A firing
starts at 4.30pm, with sawdust
from a sawmill in Brixton being
spread over the floor of the
nven. The sawdust has to be hards
wood, such as beech, but not toc
hard (like oak) because that
burns too fiarcely. The sawdust
is set burning by some embers
left from the last firing.

Mr.Kingley, who has worked
there for 20 years, explained the
process. "After the sawdust has
been ignited, all the doors of
the ovens are shut tight to get
the ovens hot. During the night,
tiepending on the weather, either
& top or bottom door of the oven
is opened a little to get a
draught going. Later in the night

the doors are opened completely,
and the smoke clears and the
meat dries out in the draught."
At 6am the ashes are swept out
and the customers start collect-
ing their bacon shortly after.
Like everything else in life,
economics has become a factor.
Whereas in the old days, the
bacon drying firm would be paid
to take away sawdust, now they
have to pay the sawmill, as the
bacon company now has to compete
against other firms who use the
by-product for chipboard etc.

pigs sweat

Also, as bacon has gone up ir
price, the three-day firing has
become uneconomic. This is
hecause the pigs sweat during the
emoking process (wouldn't you)
and lose weight. With bacon at
£1 a pound, lost weight is money,
§2 in one of those curious ways
that economics affects taste,
bacon is not as heavily smoked
nowadays. Though most people
would probably say they prefer it
like that, they didn't have any
cnoice really. It's a bit like
the keg beer argument.

h, the rest being mostly
Danish, although they used to
smoke Kenyan bacon in the days
before the Common Market.

The weather plays a big part
in the bacon smoking process,
and the staff of the plant have
to be amateur meteorologists.
If the weather changes suddenly
overnight, the bacon will come
out either as wmte/green or
as when it went in or else be sc
well done as to look like spare
ribs. If the wind changes dire-
ction, the sides may come out
looking like zebras, part done
and part not.

For 27p a side of pig, you can |l

get your own bacon smoked, and
during the last war, many did
just that. People ran 'pig clubs'
and used to get them smoked when
they needed - after the govern-
ment had taken a healthy slice,
that is.

They have also smoked salamia
and give saveloys 'a quick whiff?!
now and again.

English pigs, it seema, are
not being smoked. Out of the
thousand done in the week of our
report, only a hundred were Eng-

So courtesy of mother nature
the economics of smoking have
not quite got control, and some
variety in smoking can be achie-
ved, even if it is on the same eile
uf pig. More modern processes
threaten to put an end to this
uncertainty, but for the time
being, the skills of the stove-
hand are still in demand. If yoL
want to know the weather fore-
rast, he's yowman, but next timp
there's a gale warning on the
wireless, spare him a thought.
There could be quite a battle
going on to get the bacon for
your breakfast ready.

At the Bacon Factory - Ouw SE1 Reporter Nearly Cured!




thanks all it’s supporters -

Harry & Dora
fruit & veg 7

78 RED CROSS WAY

wish all their customers

A Merry Christmas

Best wishes from
all the workers at
the

Waterloo

ADVICE CENTRE
Mon - Fri, 10am - Spm.
FREE LEGAL ADVICE
Thursday, 6.30pm - 8pm.
mum's cLUB
Monday, 2pm - 4pm.
OLD PEOPLE'S LUNCH CLUB
PENSIONERS CLUR
YOUTH CLUBS
Mon, Tues, Weds, 7pm,
Saturday afternoon.
JUMBLE SALES
HALLS FOR HIRE

Road SE1. Tel: 261 1404

If You're a Mum
With o Toddler,
Make Sure
You've Got
Your
"HANDFUL

hand
FOR SAFETY

London Borough of Southwark Road Safety Campaign

2 Colombo Street SE1

jewellery leatherwork

pottery kitchenware

HANDMADE BY
LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

ELEPHANT JOBS 01 6330780

Need advice o dpny problems?
come 1n and see us
any weekday
at the
NEIGHBOURHOOD SCHEME
and we'll help vou sort it out
Blackfriars Settlement
44-47 Nelson Square
SE1
phone: 28 g521

Chrisimas
Greelings
from the

Rose & Crown
Have a good

and wishes you A Happy

[What Where When?

OVAL THEATRE, 52 Kennington Oval LAMBETH Council Meetings, 7.15pm
SE11 (735 2786). Christmas Show Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,
'The legend of the Dream King'. SW2 (274 7722):
December 15-23, 7.45pm, 60p & 85Ppec 15
Also Seizan Sai - Festival before 16 Health and Consumer
death: Nipponese Food:Theatre Jan 3 Housing
comes to London. Dec 27-31. You 4 Public Services
must bnok in advance. s 1 G5

ocla. ervices

5
Lambeth Skips for rubbish that 6 Management Services
is too big for the dustbin: 10 Finance and Geperal Purpo-
Coin St, Buckley St, Greet St, ses
Pearman St, Hercules Rd, SE1. 26 Full Council Meeting

Waterloo Adventure

The end of a long wait Saturday and Sunday
At last some progress to report The playground will be open from
on the Waterloo Adventure Play- 10.30am-5pm.
ground. Conversion work on the Christmas Party
Themes barge will be started Activities will end before
before the end of November. Christmas on Sunday 19th Dec with
Meanuhile, the addition of a a Christmas Party in the Water-
second full-time playleader and Joo Action Centre from 2 to 6pm.
extra part-time help, make pos- Child-stars Bruce Lacy and pos-
sible a programme of indoor and sibly Ron Geesin will be there.
outdoor activities for the next
month: The general programme will start
Monda again on Weds 29th Dec. If any-
Tndoor activities, such as table one would like to help with any
tennis, in the Waterloo Action+ Of these activities, especially
Centre from 5.30-7.30pm. preparing for and crgar.uslng the
party, pleas contact Jim Chapman
Wednesday or Dave Markham at the Action
Arts and Crafts in Flat 292, Centra.
Campbell Buildings Estate, Bay- o
lispRuad, froms.30 to 7.30pm Writing on the Wall )
One plan for the near future is
Fridays to let everyone know uhere and
Football training in **» Colombo yhat we are by painting 'Water-
Street Sports and Community loo Adventur Playground' along
Centre (Sainsbury's canteen), the outside of the playground.
7pm-9pm. Blue Circle have kindly given

The Playground will be closed on Us 60 litres of Sandtex to use
weekdays until further notice.  for this.

Amenity Services

A Merry
Christmas to all
our distributors

Including the following

12 Meymott Street, SE1.  [neluding the rotios
tel: 9281643 Potter 80 The Cut

Purdom 47 Baylis Road
In next e
month7 SEI

It's up to you! All the stories. Toms 137 Southwark Bridge Rd
neys and articles in SE1 are Tierney Union Street
contributed by local people. Gibbon 20 Harper Road

Maybe you know of somathing R.Welfare Great Suffolk St

which would be npus to someona patel 188 Tooley St

else, or maybe you are organis- Wadmore 159 Tooley St

ing some event and would like ta  ygppg 108 Great Guildford St
publicise it. Send in your news Peterman 131 London Road

or give us a rina. ol 4 ields
Ur why not come to one of the McDaman 11 Snousfie

meetings listed below where we

. Rose and Crown, Colombo St
fort 3“ uhat will go in the next o %\ catsheaf, Borough Market,
ssue?

Stamford Rovers Club, Cornwall Rd
i Duke of Sussex, Baylis Road

mcct ng’ Royal Victoria, Waterloo Road
EXPERIMENT! - for ONE MONTH TRIAL Horse and Groom, Westminster

10th January and Bridge Road
Monda‘y 17th January Crown and Cushion, Westminster
at 7.30pm at 12 Meymott St, SE1. Bridge Road
LAST DAY FOR ARTICLES FOR NEXT Three Jolly Gardeners, Union St

ISSUE IS 17th January. AND EVERYONE ELSE, TOO NUMEROUS

PASTE-UP on 22nd & 23rd Jsnuary menrygy  puT EQUALLY IMPORTANT.
NEXT ISSUE out on 28th January.

Hercules Road
66 Hatfields
Waterloo Action Centre

istmas !

GAS INSURANCE
INSURANCE against the gas or
electricity meter being broken
into is available to old people

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas Carol Service Sunday
19th Dec at 4pm at St Andreu's d x
Church, Short Street. who are members of pensioners
Midnight Service Friday 24th Dec Groups, clubs or old people's
at St John's Church, Waterloo Rd.welfare committees, via the AGE

CONCERN organisation. Anyone
Christmas Day Communion 9.45am, interested in this scheme should
Family Service 10.30am at St  contact Age Concern, Sunley
Ancrew's Church, Short Street. House, Pitcairn Road, Mitcham.
Further details: ring 633 0852. Surrey. (640 5431).

Crisis at Christmas -~ info

Most things close down over Chrustmas, so if an emergency arises
what do you do?, SE1 has investigated what is available:

Social Security: Wedge House, Blackfriers Road is closed, but the
Emergency payments office at 6, Marshalsea Road will be working

an Christmas and Boxing Days.

Lambeth and Southwark Social Senmviges offices: These are both
closed from Dec.25 till the morning of the 29th.

Night Shelters: Salvation Army, 116 Blackfriars Road, will be open
on Christmas day only for people resident there on Christmas Eve.
Camberwell Reception Centre, Consort Road, SE15 (DHSS) will be
open as normal.

St Giles' Centre (for young women, 16-25) will be closed over Chrie
stmas, but women in the shelter or the 23rd Dec. will be housed in
a hostel.

Cecil House (for women only), 266 Waterloo Road, will be open as
normal, but is heavily booked.

Gas: emergency telephone number is 639 2030

Electricity: emergency telephone number is 735 5611)

Samaritans: 24-hour telephone number is 626 2277, and callers are
welcomed 9am to 9.30pm at 39 Walbrook, EC4.

Legal help: Release is closed, but there is a 24-hour emergency
telephone number 603 8654).

Housing advice: 'After Six' telephone number is 836 6534. (24 hour)
INFORMATION: BIT, 146 Great Western Road, W11 (2298219). 24 hour.

The Day Centres at New Horizon, St Giles' Crypt, London Embankment
Mission, and St George's Men's Cars Unit will all be closed voer
the holiday.

CRISIS AT CHRISTMAS WILL BE holding their 'Open Christmas' at
St.Mary's Church, Lambeth (next door to Lambeth Palace) from Dec.
24th until Dec 29th, providing food, shelter, entertainment, com-
panionship and medical care for single homeless people.

Crisis at Christmas are calling for volunteers, too, and asking
for anyone who can collect food to make soup with, old men's
clothes, or mattresses or other things, to contact them at 85
Carlisle Place, SW1 (834 3006).

John Paule would liketowish all hisclients
A MERRYCHRISTMAS

and A HAPPYNEW YEAR
7 " ¥

JOHN PAULE - BLACKFRIARS ROAD AND GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SE1.




Residentes of SE1 are thinking

of inguiring at London Tranas-
port's Lost Property Office to
sew whether any of thenumber 17,
45, 63, 108, 141, 165, 168 or
184 buses have baan rsturned
thara rather than to the depat.

A recent GLC aurvey of traffic
patterns on Blackfriars Road
during the morning peak hours
proved what local bus users al=-
ready know - that a large per-
centage of the scheduled buses
were not appearing. Out of the

Trude off

The multi-million pound
Trade Mart Scheme for Surrey
Docks, which yas to have provi-
ded 11,000 jobs, has been poat=
poned. ‘'The American company who
planned the Mart are worried
about the eoconomic situation in
Britain, and there have bsen
difficulties in raising snough
cash.

8ir Reg Goodwin, leader of
the GLC, eaid that negotiations
were still going on and they
were inveatigating the posaibil-
ity of getting government monay.
He seld the GLC waas alsoc prepar=
ing other plans for the 150 acra
aite if, as seems likely, the
Trade Mart never gets off the
ground.

At a mesting called by Ber=-
mondeey Trades Council on
November 25th, Guest spsaker Mr
Peter Milee, Southwark Indust-
rial Employment Officer said
"If it is possible to find
elternative industrise during
the period of postponsment, they
will be seriously considered."

INDUSTRIAL JOBS

Mr Miles spoke about the
"industrial strategy" for the
Borough which he hopes can
creats 5000 jobs over the next
ten yeara. Jim Patrick of the
Trades Council asked if the hope
of creating 5000 jobs was "pie
in the sky" but Mr Miles said
that he wes encouraged by suc-
cesses so far. Eddie Hart, Sec-
raetary of Dickens Estats Tenants
AResociation said he didn't want
to eee jobs brought to the area
in food menufacturing which were
providing "slave-labour" jobs.
He raised the problem of the
poor quality of education that
many Southwark children have
received by the time they have
finished secondary school which
didn't equip them for good in-
dustrial jobs. He urged Mr Miles
to look into this.

*I\ve lest @ bus® u

"m;d.::h gou've ben taren for a fida’
57 schedulsd buses, serving
seven routes, only 37 were ac-
tually seen during the survey
time - a loss of 20 buses an

hour. An even larger number of
buses have been Nost' somewhere
between Southwark Strest and
Blackfriars Bridge, where 68
buses are scheduled and only 31
arrived.

Any people who have any clues
br information on the where-
aboute of these buses please
report them to the SE1 offica.
Are there any secret car parks
around? Strange rumblings-under-
neath the Blackfriars Bridge?
Misguided buses taking random
trips on the Borough underground
Whatever the case, those who are
Btanding...waiting... for the
too few and infrequent buses
would welcome their prompt
return.

MRS

SWITHERTON HANDS OUT THE GOODIES AT
TENANTS ASSOCIATION CHILDRENS XMAS PARTY, DECEMBER 4th

ENS ESTATE

There are psrsistent rumours
fthat the Metal Box Company,
Employing 600 people in Great

Guildford Street near Southwark
trest is going to close down
ver the next ysar or tuwo.

The freesh weves of rumoure
egan in November when 100
mployees in the peraonal cheque
rinting section were told that
hie operation would be trans-
erred to Peterborough next yeair
ssurances have been given by
anagement that there will be no
edundancies, but as one union
fficial said, "there i1s a gen-
ral feeling that we all have a
imited life."

The reason for the growing
oncern is that the printing of
ersonellsed chequea for Barc-
ays Benk is a major part of the
reat Guildford St operation.
he women who work in the Vari-
ype section doing the actual
eraonalisation will probably be
he first to go. But it is
sared that other printing work-
rs will be affected later.
nder other plans it has already
een decided that some of the
lericel staff are to be trans-
erred to Metal Box headquarters
n Reading.

Metal Box

Printers
Checked

Metal Box is & giant corpar-
ation with plants and interests
all over the world. One of the
reasons for the transfer of the
cheque printing ls the lower
operating costs end highsr prof4
itability in Peterborough;
enother factor may well bs the
uffice redsvelopment potentisl
of the Great Guildford Strest
aite.

Edward
Henry
scheme to

g0 ahead

We have hearg from the Stam=-
Furd/Aquinas/Climsland Tenants'!
Association that the Department
of the Environment has now agreed
to the demolition of the centre
2lock of Edward Henry House in
accordance with the GLC scheme
for improving the environment.
It is hoped that demolition works
can be programmed to commence
very early in ths New Year and
the architects are preparing a
plan for landsceping, etc.

# fresh milk daily

® frozen foods

# all groceries & provisions

Green Shield Stamps on all items.

g Support Your Local Shop

* newspapers

* confectioners & tobacconists

Double Stamps Saturdays.

THOS. . DAVIES & C0 CTOMS) 137 Southwark Bridge Read, SH

* hot snacks, rolls and sandwiches to take

OPEN UNTIL 8pm MONDAY-FRIDAY,
7pm SATURDAY,

Tpm SUNDAY.

e
9

away

have put in a planning
application tobuild a 100,000
pquars fdat head office building
on the old Petty Woods site in
gouthwark Bridge Road. The dir-
ectors say that there are no
plens to close the Gotting plant
and brewery even though they are
puilding a new brewsry in Readinp

GILL & DUFUS, cocoa and comm=
odity brokers, who have just
accupied a brand new office
building at 201 Borough High
Street, last week declared est-
imated profits of £10 million
for 1976. This is the site where
the Council had to fork out
£140,000 to pay for ‘planning
gaint' library they should have
got free.

SNOWSFIELDS developers, Compass
Securities and C.T. Bowring have
put in yet another planning app-
lication for compreshensive
redevelopment for the block
bounded by Snowsfields,

St. Thomas' Strest and Weston St

ST.THOMAS' DISTRICT Community
Health Council is opening a

shop at 2-4 Cleaver Street, SE1%,
(telephone 582 3288/3238). They
are there for your problems,
complaints and ideas about the
Health Service.

BANKSIDE HOMES. The Family Hous-
ing Association have given their
support to the North Southwark
Community Development Group's
planning application for housing
un Bankside. They are dus to
mest with the GLC to discuss
buying the site.

GLOBE THEATRE The GLC have app=-

roved a plan by Sam Wanamaker to
erect a 2/3 size model of the
originel Globe Theatrs on Bank=-
side. The model comes from a
film set and will stay for two
years.

DRAPER STREET housing. Sixty
three homes, 19 of them for old
psople and 4 houses for disabled
people are planhed by the GLC as
&n extension to the existing
Praper Street Estate. It is
thoped to start work later next
year (1977).

7
a plot -O Grady

The GLC have received a big
boost to their policy of getting
homes built on Southwark's South
Bank.

At the last General Manage-
ment mmittee ofthe Conetit-
wency Labour Party on November
18th, a motion supporting the
GLC was succesaful despite opp-
osition from Bouncil Leader Johr
D'Grady who suggested that the
motion was all part of & sini-
ster plot to get family housing

built in North Southuwark.

The cose for family housing
was put by George Nicholson of
Cathedral Ward and was supported
by the resounding margin of 30
votes to 2. The votes against
were 0'Grady and Councillor
Kippin. Sir Reg Goodwin, Leader
of the GLC, and our local
councillor was not present but
he is known to be in favour of
yetting more homes built in
Nerth Southwark.(see pages 6/7)
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