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"The tin is coming down."

That is the good news for
southwark residents, according
to local resident and Southwark
councillor, Chris McKie (see
picture). )

Thanks to the GLC's Community
Ateas Policy, work has already
started on improving existing
open spaces, or turning derelict
sites into attractive and useful
facilities for local people in
the SE1 part of the borough.

Leathermarket Gardens is one
|site. which has been talked about
for years. With GLC money, the
present small play  area is to

be extended. There will be an
adventure garden next to
Snowsfields School, and pa¥ts
will be turned into a ‘wilder=
ness' (more natural area) and
a meadow.,

Work on the landscaping is
already well in hand. Local
people have been invited to
express their views on the
small community centre which
is proposed. Outline plans
have been drawn up in prepar-
ation for a start onm building
it in June. But a committee
has been set up make final
suggestions on how the centre
should be laid out,

Any local residents to
Leathermarket Gardens (anybody
vho lives between Long Lane &
fooley St) can contact Cllr.
Chris McKie on 232 0299 or at
the Town Hall,Peckham Road.
Apart from tenants groups
using it, other suggestions
are a kids club and a creche
- Charterhouse is too far for
many young families.

MORE FACELIFTS

Other work funded by GLC money
is underway at Hatfields, Grotto
Place and most noticeably at

Little Dorrit Playground, near

the corner of Marshalsea Road

and Borough High Street,
Southwark Council has sent out

an invitation to community

groups to send in suggestions

of eyesores and unused pieces

of land which could have a

ifacelift?, (Contact the Town

Hall if you haven't received a
copy of their latest planning
newsheet giving details of
‘Operation Facelift®. And
watch out as the tin comes down
throughout the borough during
the year. Here's to a brighter
Southwark!
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Dear SE1,

Recently, I was
fortunate enough to be part of
the two-day Job Preparation
Course run by the Waterloo
Employment Project.

The course enabled me to
discover aspects of job=
preparation I had never even
considered, from the basics
of where to look for employ-
ment through to a thorough
'mock-up® interview,

My thanks to the training
staff, Liz and Steph, the
personnel people and my fellow
trainees who ejoyed the
henefits of this excellent
short course.

Yours faithfully

Joe Fox

SE1 adds: If there is enough
of a demand, further courses
will be run. Contact Steph or
Liz at WEP, Colombo St. Centre,
SE1 phone 928 8024

BIG BAND %

We are starting a new big band
to rehearse under the conductor-
ship of George Ward on Wednesdaj
evenings (7-9.30 pm) at the County
Education Building, King Edward
Walk, London SE1, starting on
June 15th,

The music will range from New
Orleans, Jazz, through Swing,

Big Band Jazz by famous arrangers
like Glen Miller, Duke Ellington
etc. to modern Big Band jazz.

Any players of brass instru-
ments, reeds, guitars, (accoustic
or electric) drums and key boards
are welcome. You don‘t have to
be an expert player and there are
no auditions.

If you are interested and are
likely to be able to come and
play, please give us a ring:

Ron Probert on 582 7374

or Eithne Nightingale (ext 54)
or Michael Cranbert (ext 48)
at Morley College 928 8501

WHATS
ON

APRIL 25th. A tribute to
Irving Berlin at Lambeth Town
Hall, with a varied star cast,
1.30 to 3.30pm All seats 50p
Box office 720 3530

APRIL 29th Waterloo Amenities
show at Young Vic in the
afternoon. Programme to
confirmed. More details from
Waterloo Actioi. Centre, 14
Baylis Road, SE1
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wanted to
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Taking a deep breath and
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MAY 9th An afternoon of variety
at Lambeth Town Hall. Same

details as for April 25th. A

cynical,
start!"
JUNE: Boat trip organised by
Waterloo Amenities Group. More
details from Charlie or Dolly

at Waterloo Action Centre.

see

see
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MAY 7th: Youth CND Peace gain she
Festival in Brockwell Park,
with Paul Weller, Hazel
0*Comner, Clint Eastwood &
General Saint, The Damned,

and more. Further details from
Youth CND, 11 Goodwin St, N4,
phone 263 0977.
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LIGHTING

Lambeth Council has put,
some money to improve stre
lighting in the bo~ough,
ding Waterloo. If you or
group know of streets which
could do with being bette
let Lambeth know at the Toy

or contact the Associatig,
Waterloo Groups c/o Wate
Action Centre, 14 Baylis
with your suggestion,

PARIS GARDE\R

Member groups of the
Association of Waterloo G
have been invited to put
their views on how the o
Melody Maker/IPC Social Clu
site should be used.

As we reported in our Xm:
issue, opinion at a public
meeting to discuss the site
was quite evenly divided o
whether it should be used
for housing or sports facili
As AWG needs a two-thirds
majority in its decisionm
explained and finally won the a clearer indication is
person over, but was told, 'we sought, so that views can
don’t want any of that Shakespzare foryarded to Southwark Coun
stuff!'" What they did get was Tom yho would have the final sa
Stoppards 15 minute Hamlet which

on what happens on the site
attracted a large crowd and
delighted the audience. Since
starting the work Cynthia‘s
achievements have included
organising an exhibition at the

ARCADE

Local groups and mar!
traders lost their case a
allowing an amusemnt ar
to the off-licence in Low
Marsh, at the public i
at the beginning of March.®
Inspectors report with fu
details is still awaited.

N.T. which displayed carpets

made by Elephant Jobs, arranging
benefit performances to raise
money for various groups, includ-
ing the one which is to be held
to raise money for Coin Street,
liaising over jobs for local
people in the N,T. and organising
a scheme that would provide the
community with summer, winter and
Easter shows, that could well lead
to workshops in drama for the
community. In fact through her
commitment and hard work, hundreds
of local people have benefitted
both directly and indirectly.
Perhaps that's why so many of us
feel outraged and disgusted at
the way she has recently been
made reduntant. It seems that
after all her hard work, the
National Theatre has thrown it's
to the community out
the window and started to
rebuild the barriers it took
Cynthia Domoney a year to start
pulling down. Who knows if they'll
ever come down again?

Since hearing the news many
groups have decided to protest
formally about Cynthia's redund-
ancy and since I decided to write
this article a large number of
groups have asked me to mention oo Emma Cons Gardens, oppos:
how grateful they have been fOT  the theatre. It was felt !
all the help you gave. So Cynthia, yny loss of the 1imited ope"
on behalf of those groups, I space 14, the area should
thank you and wish you every Gppsaed, especially as LBt
success in the future. We haven't wanted ;0 site the small

lost a community liaison Building on the one bit of
welve lost & good lawn in the Gardens.

COIN ST

There is nothing furtl
about the Coin Street ca
in this issue of SE1. But
Waterloo residents shoul
recently received a copy
the latest Coin St News
1983). If you haveti’t g
copy, get one from Water!
Action Centre between 10a°
2pm weekdays.

The 4 sides give full up
date and background detai

commi tment
has

Ticket Office

At its last meeting,
Association of Waterloo G
decided to oppose plans
a box office for the 0ld Vi

just
officer also

friend!

Steph Blackwell

' PENSIONERS

UNITE!

on Tuesday March 1st, at Cen-
21 Hall, Westminster, the

yice of Southwark Pensioners
tion Group was heard loud and
‘ear in our attempts to state

e claims of pensioners

\tionwide.

f ound 500 pensiomers listened

‘( inent speakers such as

(jck Jones, Fred Baker, Miriam

“o0k, who work ceaslessly for
trying to improve

Loups were able to put points
views to speakers and
joners in the hall.

their own MPs, and were
Lle to put a pensioners
civance and point of view to

rth Southwark Pensioners
stion Group met the new MP for
Lrnondsey, Simon Hughes. He
Lcepted the Declaration of
ytent of Southwark Pens‘ioners.

These rights require an
adequate State Pension, the
abolition of standing charges,
being entitled to an adequate
death grant, and receive a
regular tax free Christmas
bonus of £20. And to be able
to maintain a warm and well lit
home with adequate heating
allowance covering all fuels.

Simon Hughes also showed
interest in pensioners groups,
and has asked to come along
to our meetings.

A pensioners day of action is
to be held in September - more
information nearer the date.
There must be a big publidity
campaign for this to make
pensioners aware of their
power and strength in numbers.

Pensioners, we have a voice.
Lets make it heard. Dont let
it be a voice in the wilder-
ness.

Anne Gough, Chairperson
of North Southwark Pensioners
Action Group (NORSPAG)

c/o Borough Community Centre,
56 Southwark Bridge Rd, SE1

PHOTO COURSE

As mentioned in the March
lition of *SE1°, we will be
zanising a photography course
cope who have a little
perience of photography and
¢ interested in finding out

4
il
€,

please contact Paul Ferman on
261 1404 or drop into Waterloo
Actiom-Centre, 14 Baylis Rd,
SE1. If not there, leave your
name and address, and we will
get back to you.

out how it can be used in a
Smmunity newspaper.
¢ The course will be spread
er three sessions, with the
(TSt two sessions taking place
% Saturday mornings and the
ist one taking place on a
2 kday evening. The first

will be concerned with the
‘adicalities of actually

Jing a camera, how photos are

sed and constructed; what

kes a good photo, what to

ok for when taking a picture
d manipulating a situation.
i this session, we will be
sing slides, photos and
¥spapers as illustrations.
¥ill also talk about ideas

illustrating the next

ssue of SE1, and how to

Pproach them,

In session two we will go
‘tough the film processing
‘“cedure and print up photos
t the next issue of SE1.

The last session will
ncide with our SE1 meeting
" will primarily focus upon
corporating photos into the
¥“spaper; balancing photo and
“Xt, strong photos as opposed
’ "ews photos and scheming
"¢ newspaper.

The dates of the course are:
rday 14th May 10am - 1pm,
Saturday 21st 10am to 2pm,

th of these at Blackfriars

‘tlement, and the final
_ifi"“ 6.30 to 9pm at the SE1
tice, 12 Meymott St, SE1.

If you are interested in
’Tlicipatlng in this course,

TENANTS

AQUINAS ST.

'SE1' is pleased to be able
to report that work will be
going ahead on most of the
remaining flats and’cottages’®
in Aquinas St which are waiting
to be rehabilitated.

After pressure from local
groups through the Association
of Waterloo Groups, and Bishops
Ward Labour Party, the GLC has
agreed to find the money. This
is in spite of the fact that
the GLC's overall capital spend-
ing on doing up housing and the |
like has been sevemly restricted
by the government. |

Bryn Davies, GLC councillor
for the area, has told AWG that
work is *in hand’ on flats,
number 24,25,26, and the rest
of the flats will be done during|
the 1983 to 1984 financial year.
The3'attages' still to be done
will be in the 'enhanced'
rehabilitation programme for the
year - on the insistence of
Terry Rich, local Lambeth Labour]
councilkr. This only leaves
number 16, the fourth cottage,
untouched., It has been made
totally uninhabitable by
squatters in the last year
and will need a lot more work
doing to it.

The Aquinas Street housing is|
among the properties handed over
by the GLC to Lambeth Council,
but which the GLC is still in
charge of repairing.

|

TALK

ST THOMAS

Parking has been a probl
for tenants of Canterbury and
Stangate Houses for some time.
These blocks, opposite St Thon
Hospital, and owned by the
Special Trustees of the hospital
are close to various offices
which don't have much of their
own parking space. This can
mean that residents parking
is taken up by outsiders.

The management committee of
the RA has put forward a
proposal for an electronically
operated bartier to be installed
at the Upper Marsh entrance to
Canterbury House. Entry would
be by a coded card, and the cost
of installation (£2500 approx)
would have to be met by the
A general meeting
23rd for all residents
thee was

users.
on March
discussed this,
some concern about visiting
sons and daughters etc getting
access.

An active social ¢
has been set up. A weekly
raffle is helping to subsidise
the social events. So far,
there have been two social
evenings in the Northcote House
Hall, both of which were very
Bingo evenings
and

as

ittee

successful.
have also been started,
another social is planned for
May 14th with music by the New
Embassy Band.

There also the possibility
of a coach outing in June.

Residents naturally
concerned about the proposed
Channel Tunnel Terminal at
Waterloo Station which could
the eing
towards Canterbury House. The
RA has also recently joined the
Assoctation of Waterloo Groups.

ROOM
FOR
IMPROVEMENT ?

is

aTe very

mean railway b extended

At the last Kennington District
Housing Committee a vote of
confidence in Lambeth's housing
put forward by
Tenants Associations and then
withdrawn,

Tenants complained about the
long wait in getting repairs
done, the way in which repairs
reported got lost and also said
that breaches in confidentiality
had taken place. Jackic Hall,
the District Housing Manager,
said that efforts were being
made to improve the situation
although everything was not
straight yet,

no

management was




* WANTED,DEAD

OR ALIVE?

MPs were told on March 24th
that urgent action is needed

to save residential communities

and the ecomony of Central
London.

In the last ten years the
centre has lost 267 of its
residents. As the population

has been forced out, so schools,
shops and other local facilities

have closed. Residential areas

have been plunged into a vicious

circle of decline.

The office market is collap-
sing, vast numbers of sites
with office permissions reamin
blighted, and the local economy
is disintegrating.

Community groups from the
central area are telling MPs
that an urgent programme of
action is needed. An 11 point
plan has been put forward to
the House of Commons® Environ-
ment Committee.

1. A sever e restriction on
office and hotel developments
2. The return of housing with
‘temporary' office permission
into residential® use.

3. A change in the way land is

valued combined with the possible

introduction of double rating

on all empty land and buildings.

4. More land and construction

finance for new low-rent housing

in Central London

5. A programme of improvements
to existing housing.

6. A requirement for planning
permission to convert low-rent

7. A re-definitiom of ‘resident-
ial occupancy' to remove loop-
holes in existing Rent Acts.

8. A change in tl way rateable
values are calculated.

9. Increased public investment
in employment initiatives out-
side the tourist and office
sectors.

10. A programme of improvements
to the environment, the facil-
ities and the design of public
places - whether residential
estates, shopping centres or
places where people spend
their leisure time,

11. A reversal of the trend
towards centralised, unrespon-
sive government, and a
commitment to real involvement
of the public in the planning
and development of the areas in
which they live and work.

Contact The Campaign for
Homes in Central London for
more information on 240 2430,

Community
Grants

Southwark Council®s
Community Affairs Committee
has agreed to make available
£85,000 to groups and organi-
sations that do not already
receive financial assistance
from this Committee in 1983/84,

The Committee is especially

looking to fund groups that are

organised and run by local

people that aim to tackle

community problems or meet
particular needs.

The sort of applications
that the Committee will favour
will include requests for the
following:

- Grants towards the running
costs of employing part-
time (or possibly full-
time) workers to help
organise activities, run
community centres, etc;
Grants to help with the
purchase of equipment that
local groups need to carry
out their activities;
Grants to help pay for
expert help and advice
that groups might need;
Grants to produce and
make available community
newspapers or other visual
matérial,

The Committee will also make

available £10,000 as small grants

to assist groups with one-off
activities or purchases or for
groups that need only small
amounts of money to help get
off the ground. Normally no
single grant will exceed £1000.
The Committee intends to make
another £10,000 available later
in the year to attract similar
applications.

If you think that you would
like to make an application and
need advice please contact the
Council®s Community Development
Officers on 703-6311 Ext,2084/
2260 as soon as possible.
advice can also be obtained
from the independent Council
for Voluntary Service on 732-

Application forms for gy
can be obtained from the c%.
ordination Group, Town Ha]]
Peckham Road, SE5 or teleph;“
703-6311 Ext.2251. i

SOUTH

LONDON
WOMENS'
HOSPITA]

Regular readers of SEL ngy
well be aware of tHe plight
a few of the hospitals that
serve this area.

Even though the present ke ¥

Minister, Norman Fowler, g
out of his way to stress thy
the NHS is not having its
funding cutback, you don't hy
to be an expert to see that
wards, specialist services g
even whole hospitals are undy
threat of closure.

One of the lastest victipsg
this policy of cutbacks in th
NHS is the South London Yo
Hospital, This hospital sem
a very important function i
that it is the only hospital
South London were female
patients are guaranteed care
and treatment by female doctor
and nurses.

At present, the local
Districh Health Auhority is

Others walk

in the road:

CRACKING UP} CONTINUED “i’W FRONT P

I must include too the
ugliness there is. For inst-
ance, shops display their

housing into ‘company flats®,
luxury housing, or any form of
unprotected tenancy.

The money is to be used to
fund new projects.

3731 and the Council for
Community Relations on 274-8793.

circulating consultation p
amongst a variety of interest
groups and organisations,
Responses are due back by 1st

ies NO!

It's no to the unions and no to the Tories
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Much of the South Bank
was undeveloped until the 19th

Somerset House Stairs or any-
where you wanted on the river.

the London County Council ob-
jected to advertising placed on

June. The DHA will then produ:
another paper which will take
into account the views and
opinions of the people who
have replied. This will then
be submitted to the regional

From 6th April if you are
sick and of f work, for the
first eight weeks
enplo
¢ proportion of your normal
pa Only after that will you
b able to claim sickness

efiit;

What the employer pays you,
Statutory Sick Pay, will be
P2yable at three diffeent
veekly rates, The amount you

It doesn't matter who gets in
All we’ll get®s tall stories

II

It's no to the health workers and no to the nurses

Don’t come asking for more pay
All you'll get is curses

III

The Geordie boys went down the mines

To try to feed their babies

But the coal-mine owners locked them out

and wouldn't pay their wages

v

It’s no to the GLC and no to the bus-passes

Why should we have cheap fares
To subsidise the masses?

It's no the rate support grant, no to education

wares spreading all over the
pavements. The list could go
on. As for pavements etc you
must know about. I wonder how
many people have stubbed their
toes on a paving stone - even
an MP. Accidents caused by
these are on the increase as
hospital and solicitors will
know.

The big question is who is to
blame? Firstly there seems to
be a complete contempt of bye -
laws, and the law generally.
This is reflected by the atti-
tudes of us the public. We
have adopted the don’t care
theme ®He doesn’t do it, why
sh-uld 1?"

The need is so great for a

so high a building. Moore hit
on an ingenious solution: to

Don’t teach the working class too much

ceive will depend on your
They®ll rise above their station.

century. But along the water- Tage weekly earnings before

leader, or a group who can giv
front there had been a fringe

And Stamford Wharf itself a lead, and restore our pride in

of buildings long before that
A map of 1682 clearly shows
something called the 0ld Barge
House. This has long since
disappeared but the alley that
ran alongside it still exists
and is called 0ld Bargehouse
Alley to this day.

At the bottom of this very
narrow passage, the western
boundary of Stamford Wharf, is
a set of wooden stairs. Beneath
them,at low tide, you can still
see the original "hard" or
cobbled landing stage. The
hard is deserted now, but back
in the 18th and early 19th
centuries it would have been
bustling with watermen (the
taxidrivers of their day) all
shouting out what they would
charge to row you across to

is all but deserted too, except
for the occasional helicopter
which lands on the platform by
Old Bargehouse Stairs. This is
one of the most modern of old
London wharves, which is why
it is in such good condition.
It was built in two stages. The
western part dates from 1908
& was built as the Post Office
Central Generating Station. The
wharf was later bought by Oxo
Ltd who, in 1928, asked Albert
Moore F.R.I.B.A to reconstruct
and extend it for them. Shortly
after,he designed the Oxo Tower
which, when completed in 1930,
was the 2nd highest commercial
building in London.

Originally the Tower was to
have been plain, with the name
of the product in lights. But

make the word OXO part of the
fabric of the building itself.

So he designed massive 10
foot high windows in delicate
magenta stained glass. It so
happened that they formed O's
and X's. The LCC had to admit
defeat and for many years the
Tower was lit up at night,
visible as iar as Hampstead.

For some years all has been
dark, however. But if the Wharf
and Tower are saved from being
demolished and are developed
according to the AWG plan, then
it will be lit up again, a
symbol of the victory of local
people over the faceless money
men. If we all support the

Save the Oxo Tower Campaign
this will bring the victory
nearer.

SARAH SA1" L1 219TO CO-0P)

health authority, who will in
turn submit it to the Health
Minister. He will then make i
binding decision regarding th
fate of the hospital, probably
towards the end of the year.
A campaign has been set Up °
save the hospital from cuts of
closure, and to draw the
general public’s attention t0
the plight of the hospital.
A succesful demonstraticnlw’
recently staged, and on April
12th at 7pm a public meeting
being held at Balham Social
Balham New Road, SW12, Everyb
concerned is invited.

¥ou became sick.
rage weekly

farnings

£32.50 -£48,49

48,50 - £64.,99
5 or more

Weekly rate
of 838:Ps

£27,20
£33.75
£40.25

Remember that the figures
“ove are the minumum that you
‘T entitled to. Your trade
[Mon may have negotiated a
rtter sick pay scheme than

s low level of Statutory

Siek Pay, which is subject to
* and national insurance
L‘&xtions. If your trade union

If you have any difficulty in
“tting your entitlement, cont-
t your trade union rep or
‘¢l advice centre.
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a great borough. It is so rich
history, and of things of which
we should be pwmoud.

The various councils must
accept a lot of the blan 1f
they had done their job, then
this state of affairs would not

have reached this alarming state.

I must add that the cost is now
more than a little perturbing.

A stitch in time must be the
watchword.
we have a harder job to do.

We have to learn all over in
and at the same time insist our
representatives on the Council
do the same.

I expect to hear some very
tough answers from you the
readers., But then, its still
a land of free speech

Harry Read

As for us the public,
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BULRS F PLANTS oN SALE Now.

LOCAL NEWS

ROOTS AND SHOOTS
Horticultural Training Centre
Entrance on Walnut Tree Walk,
off Kennington Road, SE11
phone 587 1131

HAS PLANTS FOR SALE
for spring flowering

And a wide range of summer
flowering for bedding from May
onwards including:

marigolds, coleus, snapdragons,
lobelia, allyssum, burning bushes
and many more....

Sold at competitive prices

Open 9.30-1pm and 2 - 3.,30pm
Monday to Friday

forget-me-note, allyssum saxatile,
pansies, polyanthus
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of St.Saviours Estate writes?!" Simon HugheS

Some people in Bermondsey
knew there was an exceptional
by-election with 16 candidates
last month,The build-up to
the election was enthusiastic
and a lot of simplistic
political poetry did crawl
into the nascent campaigns:
the notorious brick-work
literature; Mr.0'Grady’s
famous ditty; Simon Hughes
with his hard-pressed, indigen-
ous pat.

However, most striking
was Labour®s loss after 60
years of domination.Why did
Peter Tatchell lose t¢ Simon

-it was not surprising!

"Don't vote for Peter Tatchell,
""Keep Red Pete out!V

This is what filled minds
rather than policies.I don‘t
think he got a fair crack of
the whip.

an extremist

So, armed with a tape
-recorder,l went to meet Mr,
Tatchell at his home in the |
middle of the Rockingham Estatd
He has a small flat in an old
building, surrounded by more
old buildings.From what I heay
from the hour I was talking
to him, he seemed the kind of
man I would have liked to win
Some people think of him as a
""bleeding commu .nist.'or
"an extremist."is the more
official approach.

I think they could not
be more wrong.He describes
himself as a "radical, but
democratic,socialist in the
tradition of people such as
Alfred Salterywho was pre~
-war M.P. for Bermondsey.
Radical policies can only
help things for working-class
people."

As for those who think
he is a commu nist-he was
beaten up by the East @German
police for speaking out on
the suffering of people under
commu nist ruwle,and he is
a supporter of Solidarity.

I think it can be seen that

the real Peter Tatchell and
the man featured in the major
part of the press were not the

same.

Mr. Tatchell said of his
relationship with the "Real
Labour Party''that he tried
to change the old Labau:r vote
and that hundreds of new member

had been recruited.'We've
got people who've never been
involved in politics before
to fight office block devel=
opment in Coin st. and
fight the closure of St.
Olaves Hospital.Some polit—
ical establishments feel
very threatened by change
that needs to come after 30
years.And their only defence
is to discredit me.If we are
going to make things better
for working-class people we
need radical and fundamental
change in our society!

SAVAGE SLEUTH..

Hughes ?Perhaps if one watched

the walls and remembered that 4
Mr.Tatchell had received 30 K
death threats and carried on

Bin line.

I admire Peter Tatche]]
for his courage and afte;
all the smear campaign he
intends to fight on and take
a skilled worker®s wage if
he does finally become ap
M.P.He holds firm the trag,
-tion of people like Alfre
Salter and I believe he ig
a genuine campaigner,"This
is my home , this is where
I belong, and this is wher,
I'm going to stay.' A ml

delcome to FRANK'S FACT FIij,
"We were halfway across Uats
loo bridge before the bat
tacked. Swooping down lou g
the Royal Festival Hell 1i
archangels of death their
thery wings and primitive
ieks ripped into the still nf
ght air sending shock waves
through the steering wheel
that just might have been =
fmilliom volts leaping up ang
down my spimal cord. My atte
‘ney advised me to slow down.
I slipped the clutch, wound
her up to an impossible scr-
eam, dropped into third g
and launched the beast into:
vicious attack on an amber
traffic light. Picking himsel
up off the floor my attorney
finally agreed to tell me.
* ACCCORDING to 1981-82
mortality rates the aver-
age man can now expect to
live to 71, and the aver-
age woman to 77.

* BOOKWORM ? Libraries

in Southwark issued over
two million six hundred
thousand library books
during the period 1980/81.
* DOLEDRUMS: 13% of U.K
households derive their
income from social secur-
ity benefits.

* KILLER DRUG paraceta-
mol was responsible for
152 fatal overdoses in
1980. Around 30 standard
paracetamol tablets can
kill a healthy adult and
even less if the liver

has been damaged before
through alcohol or drug
abuse.

& KULTURE: In 1981 there
were 86 million visits to
the cinema, 49 million to
museums and art galleries,
37 million visits to the
theatre(including opera

and ballet), and only 24.4
million visits to football
matches.

* PEDAL POWER: For the sam®
breathing rate a cyclists
eed is four times that of 2
pedestrian.

* DEVOID: In order to obtd
maximum tax relief in any o7
year you should marry a On¢”
parent invalided person 0Ve
the age of 65 on 6th April:
AND NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW THA
- fRANK

Je:_ya

and his plans ....
When we interviewed Simon
Hughes a couple of weeks after
1e was elected MP for Bermondsey,
si1 could find nothing very
controverslal, at least in its
books.
tughes sees himself as a
icommuni ty politician® first
and foremost, responsive to what
Jocal people see as their needs.
Regular readers will know the
_yarious issues that the community
has been concerned and fighting
about for ages. Broadly
peaking, Simon falls very much

He supports the AWG plan

for housing on the Coin St sites,
and is against office develop-

| nent there, and generally else-
where in SE1. He supports
community hospitals, like St.

' 0laves, and doesn’t like the

| LDDC.

When you add that he is
31, single, and not locally
born or raised, he has many
similarities to Peter Tatchell.
But he does differ with the
local Labour Council and
various community groups on
some of the practicalities of
community policies®. He adopts
2 pragmatic approach.

Rather than get involved in
Parliamentary politics in depth
Straight away, he explained he
“uld be concentrating on case-
“ork and being a constituency
. He was sure that if he did
2 better job on this than Bob
“llish, then he would secure
the seat for the general

1 election,

To make sure he does this,
Simon ig setting up a team to
felp. He will have two personal
sistants: one at the House
°f Commons, keeping his diary
d doing secretatial work

| e second dealing with ‘case
X! - the various problems
ind complaints which Bermondsey
Pe%ple bring to their MP.
There will also be a research

?

assistant to help compile
material for speeches, monitor
what the local ceuncils are
doing and other relevant
political matters., Hughes will
be giving up half of his
salary as an MP to fund these
helpers, but he expects there
to be scope for Liberal
volunteers to help on casework,
as they have in the past.

a barrister

Simon hasstill to finish
off outstanding court cases
that he took on as a barrister,
before he was elected. But
after Easter, he aims to spend
90% of his time on constituency
work, at least,

Labour Party

But what were the differences
between Peter Tatchell's
policies and his own?

In summary, the reply was
that it was a difference in
style and approach. He was
against the doctrinaire style
of the local Labour party.
Examples which were given
included Southwark Council’s
office policy. He regarded a
blanket ban on all office
development as naive, and-
thought that they should have
said that there might be
exceptions, perhaps for new
technology offices. He
wasn’t keen on the decision
to refuse to have the Techno-
park by South Bamk Poly, as
it was not an ideal site for
housing.

Although he didn®t like the
LDDE, he thought it stupid for
the council to not talk to ft
while it existed.

Funding was another area he
didn®t see eye to eye with the
council. He wasn’t sure how
effective things like the
womens committee were, and wha
value for money the ratepayer
got from them. It was dis-
appointing to see the same
people on 8 different groups,
all getting funding. They
appeared to create community
groups for themselves.

Still on this, Simon said
that the council should first
do well what it was already
responsible for, before it
looked at taking on anything
else. If this meant that
after tackling housing and
social services, it didn’t

LOCAL.

MRS ROBINSON'S BOOKSHOP
NOW HAS A GOOD SELECTION
OF NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN,

SHOP 3, BENSON HOUSE
HATFIELDS, SE1

11 to 7 Monday to Friday
10 to 5 Saturday

K StioP

Smoll Ads,

have the resources to do much
on employment, say, then the
council should act as a co-ord-
inator to bring together
resources available elsewhere.

large criticism

Another large criticism of
Southwark was that its decision
making was actually taken by
the Labour Policy group, not
the committees of the council.
This meant that the council was
almost as closed as its
predecessor in its decision
paking, although they had a
commitment to open government.

Having a large majority on the
council didn’t mean that the
Labour Party had a divine right
to do everything in its mani-
festo - especially as only 447
of the electorate voted for them
in May 1982, and now 577% of
Bermondsey voting in February
had supported the Liberal view.
Finally on Southwark Council,
he regretted that Labour hadn’t
dome what was necessary in the
Housing Department - a radical
shake-up. He felt that they
should have been willing to
pay off senior people to bring
in a more dynamic, new approach,

“anti-Tatchell’]

Finally we got down to the
by-election campaign. Hughes
was very defensive on the charge
of having campaigned more as
*anti-Tatehell’ rather on local
issues. Simon said that the
media toverage of the election
had been very bad, but he had
made a particular point of not
talking about Peter Tatchell's
personality. I thought Simon's
attitude to the press somewhat
contradictory, in that he
condemned them on one hand,
then made a point of using
press cuttings on all his later
election leaflets. The
continuing repetition of the
slogan 'The only one to beat
Tatchell? could hardly be
described as campaigning on
local issues.

LET SE1 DO THE WORK FOR YOU

FOR SALE
JUMBLE SALES

BABYSITTING
PLAYGROUPS TO LET

WANTED

ADVERTISE IT
Free to local residents in SE1
Send your small ad into SE1 at
12 Meymott St by April 27th -
anything’non-commercial®

CN.D.

Brixton and North Lambeth CND
meets on the first and thitd
Tuesdays of every month in the
backroom of the Loughborough
Hotel (a pub really), Lough-
borough Road, SW9 at 7.30pm

In the interview, Simon‘s
biggest criticism of Peter
Tatchell was that he was
naive ®and would have been a
puppet of the local Latur
Party", which wasn't healthy.
Tatchell was also insensitive
in his campaigning, bellowing
through a megaphone at
housing estates., Simon did
say that he found a lot of
the Labour Party left-wing
personally unpleasant, but
that Peter wasn't.

Simon gave as his priorities
as Bermondsey MP firstly that
he would be availabe to his
consituents for casework.
Secondly doing something about
jobs in the talking to
everybody available who is in
a position to do something
about producing jobs.
Thirdly, acting as a:watchdog
for the individual in connection
with other authorities,
including the council.
Fourthly, implementing pditical
policies.

area:

John Hewes

- E;ll]‘g;(?l‘l(?fi

Liberal advice surgeries will
be held every Saturday at the
John Harvard Library in Borough
High St, between 10.30am and
12.30pm. Simon Hughes MP will
be in attendance the last
Saturday of every month.
Other surgeries are at the
Liberal Assoctation Centre,
30 St James Rd, SE16 1st and
Thursdays, Rotherhithe Civic
Centre Thursdays, and Mayors
Parlour, Town Hall, Walworth Rd,
4th Thursdays. All 7 to 9pm.

3rd

Write to Simon Hughes MP at
House of Commons, SW1, or ring
the Liberal Associa’tion on
231 0412,




“whar NO BALL & CHAINI

Yet another stretch of The LDDC has specifically kept existing conncil estate i,
London®s riverbank is under its options open on ahigh-rise the planners® zone (Bethe]
threat from the developers® office block in the centre of Estate) is doomed to be

ball-and-chain tactics. This the area and a 166foot replaced by an anonymous
time it is the Victorian dock monstrosity next to London *commercial unit?,

area between London Bridge and Bridge., Ths is in spite of Above all else, it is the
Tower Bridge, known as Hays the last planning inquiry - undemocratic nature of the

Wharf, and even former Environment LDDC which is at issue. The
Most of the land is owned by Minister Heseitine - throwing new plan bears a marked sip.
the St, Martins Property Company, Out a similar stheme. arity to the one which was
After the 1982 re-organisation Wwhich in turn is controlled by The North Southwark Community rejected by a public inquiry
of the National Health Service, the oil-rich Kuwaiti Government. Development Group (NSCDG) after a long campaign by the
Waterloo is now part of the In order to speed up the believes that the demand for NSCDG and local residents,
West Lambeth Health District. development, the London Docklands offices is over-stated, Many This time, however, there wi)
The Authority which is respons-  Development Corporation (LDDC) flrms are moving out of London, be no public inquiry, and the
ible for the planning of the have stepped in with a draft and office jobs are declining LDDC has no obligation to
services of this area has now plan. 1In a bid to by-pass as new technology is intro- consult anyone apart from the
produced a Plan for the local opposition - from both duced. landowners. Southwark Counci]
District for the next two Southwark Council and local At the Tower Bridge end of exasperated at the LDDC%s
years. community groups - the LDDC is Hars Wharf, there is a tent- 'build now, talk later®
The Plan. has been discussed acting as agent for St. Martins ative plan for a public park attitude, has now withdraw
by a number of groups in the and as the planning authority, and luxury'high density® its co-operation in protest,
Waterloo area, including the The LDDC will try to obtain a . . As the few remaining busin
Health Project, Barley Mow Special Development Order from accomodation, which the LDDC esses move out and the demo-
C*inic Users Group, Tanswell the Environment Minister (Tom says will mot be suitable for lition contractors move in, o
Mothers and Toddlers Group, King) to enable the Kuwaitis families, There is mo commn b thing is certain. The future
Pensioners Health Group, and to start work before the end ment in the plan to provide of Hays Wharf will not be
the Waterloo Counselling Group. of the year. homes at a fair rent fOTchOSE decided by the needs of the
In the introduction to the The type of development is hﬂ@e%esS or on So?thwark s local people, but by the profi
Plan, it is explained that sadly familiar. Predictably vaiting list. Quite the motive of big business and tk
the "West Lambeth Health Auth- it ignores the needs and wishes 'cverse in fact. The only Kuwaiti Government.
ority faces a bleak future in of local people. Most o the

terms of the resources which land will be given over to new
will be available to it," office buildings - a stagerring
This means that any developments 2.2 million square feet - with

to services must be funded from a few luxury flats and a

cuts in the repurces for private hospital thrown in,
existing services. b
The groups were concerned

about a number of proposals in
the Plan, These included:
*Plans to reduce the number of
beds at St Thomas® Hospital -
there should be assurances that
adequate community services will
be provided if there is to be

a reduction in the length of
stay in hospital.

*If waiting lists do increase 24, . b 7
due to the reduction in bed . B A P N o % i Jim Patrick’s seat as s
patients from the West Lambeth e : = 1 Southwark councillor in River-
Health District do not duffer - 4 i = i b 1 side ward became vacant when
given that a thrid of patients § 1 , { - he died.

admitted to St. Thomas® come :
from outside the district,

* The need for assurances on
what information will go on to parliament in the
computerised records and who Bermondsey by-election,

will have access to them > SN e . . b v Result:

% That there is no money : . : . & g Ronald Tindall (Liberal) 158
actually allocated for an _z : : . Edward Hart (Independant g
increase in community diet- . 5 : : Labour & Tenants)

etics services which is ‘ ) Michael Idun (Iour) 23
proposed, nor for the 27th April at 12 Meymott St,SE1, Kevin Mason (New Britain) I
proposed relief services to Meetings are on April 13th and Michael Pike (Tory)

families with handicapped 27th. Robert Gormdon (Communist)
children To contact us, ring John on

A tree was planted in
memory of Jim Patrick on March
17th by his widow, Lil, and
many friends and local people
who knew him through his work
for the community.

The tree is in St, Johns
Churchyard, off Tooley Street,

The by-election tonk place on
10th March 1983, two weeks
after Simon Hughes was electet

* The Plan did not outline 928 4748, or leave a message at Turnout = 43.6%
increased community provision LL)J Waterloo Action Centre (261 1404) Ron Tindall lives en the
for the elderly which is felt or ring Rob on 735 5168, Dickens Estate, SE16.
to be necessary if length of The SE1 group warmly invite
stay in hospital is to be you to come and take an active
reduced and in view of the part in your local paper. WHERE TO GET SE1
increasing number of elderly in You can help with SE1 in a In case you have difficulty
the Waterloo area wide variety of ways and spend getting hold of a regular copy
*It was thought that the as liftle or as much time as of SE1, here is a list of our Tohs
proposed Mental Health Centre you please. We gave a list in usual outlets: .
seemed to be covering too broad  the last issue (March) of what  WATERLOO AND BLACKFRIARS AREa:  Oreat Suffolk St: welfare &
a spectrum of problems. It there is involved. ) Tonys, newsagents.
would be more practicable to be Please let us know if you Brook Drive: W9115.
more specific, and take a group have any information or news HerCFIQS Ro?d: Ellis ne:sagent
for whom hospital admission which you think might interest DBaylig Regd: PUTOous: o Borough High St: Newby,
should be prevented and develop  Other people inm SE1. Send us Waterloo Action Centre and no, 208
a model of care to meet those a letter, or article or photo, The Cut: Panbros and Potters
needs. There should also or drop in at one of our Waterloo Road: Dells newsagent ELSEWHERE : ) e
be more emphasis on less meetings. Colombo St: Community Centre Tooley St: Tower Mini Marke
institutional carefor the old Our next issue will appear Hatfields: Mrs Robinsons Books Snowsfields: newsagent
mentally infirm, for example, on May 7th. All contributions Borough Road: South Bank Books Porlock St; mewsagent
must reach us by Wednesday Webber St: N&F Harper Road: Pat Gibbons

BOROUGH
Southwark Bridge Road:
Borough Community Centre and

Redcross Way: newsagent
Union Street: Tiernies

Published by SE1 Community Newspaper Group, 12 Meymott St, SE1, Printed by Spider Web Offset, 14-16 Sussex Way,N7




