|layor Cllr Dot Winters with two

Doubts remain

iThe London Docklands
Development Corporation's
| LDDC) decision to grant
|bermission for the massive
|tesidential development at
Jag:ob's Island, near Tower
i Erldge, has been described as
| Qtrageous" by Coral Newell,
(Chair of the Jacob's Island
fliction Group (JAG).

"t the LDDC Planning
lomittee on the 15th March
| cal residents witnessed an
8tonishingly biased
gtesentation of the proposal
| ¥ the LDDC's Area Director
 Chris Farrow. After a year of
;ampa_llgning JAG feel that
“itimate objections were
lsrepresented and even

lYnored by Farrow and his
fficers,

:t the same committee an
p3311_(:--?lt.ion by Southwark
agg"‘?]l. to build flats on the
regﬁm“‘g Odessa Wharf was
LDDEEG permission by the
Massj; s approw.pg t_he
develve 13 storey residential
g Pment at Jacob's Island
Fejecting Southwark's 5
®Y residential building,
grghs:ark_ accused the LDDC of
nreag lnconswt:_ency and
OIiVOHal_)leness in relation
erside development.
® LDDC's officers report to

Stor,

fucyBrown House o

residents of Lucy Brown House

pened

The new £2 million sheltered
housing complex on the former
Courages site in Park Street
was officially opened at the
end of March by Southwark's
Mayor, Cllr Dot Winters,

It has been named Lucy Brown
House is memory of former
Southwark councillor and
mayor Lucy Brown OBE, who
served on the Council from
1937 to 1982. Born in
Bermondsey, Lucy Brown was
tireless in her service to
the community, both as a
local councillor and as a
member of voluntary
organisations, in particular
the Council for the Welfare
of the Blind. She died last
year aged 96 years.

Run by Southwark Social
Services, Lucy Brown House
has 37 flats, which are all
occupied at present, a
guest's bedsit, two wardens'
homes, a laundry, a lunch
club and a residents lounge,
as well as a nicely
landscaped courtyard. Seen as

on Jacobs Island development

their committee was heavily
criticised by JAG and
Southwark Council. They claim
the report was riddled with
factual inaccuracies. JAG's
criticisms and campaigning
led to a meeting with the
LDDC's Board Members where
they could put their case.
On the evening only the
Chairman of the LDDC,
Christopher Benson, turned

up.

When JAG offered to accompany
the Planning Committee
members on their walk around
the site the received a very
condesending letter from
Board Member Andrew
Derbyshire. In rejecting the
groups offer he said that "
it is important that the
Committee should not be seen
to to be paying particular
special attention to the
views of any particular
party.". He went on to say
that the LDDC have " a
reputation for fairness in
assessing planning
applications.”.

JAG's campaign has really
made the LDDC's officers work
for their money. The group
has continuously questioned
thé acceptability of this
huge residential, commercial

and leisure development on
Bermondsey's riverside. It
would involve wholesale
demolition in a conservation
area, generate much more
traffic in an already
congested area, deny local
people access to the river
and cram a tremendous number
of people onto the site.

The action group, who
understand that the area
needs redevelopment, have put
forward principles to guide
any new development to meet
the needs of the community.

The irony of the LDDC's
decision is that it is only
they who actually like the
proposed scheme. The
developer, Andrew Wandsworth,
has been forced through
negotiation with the LDDC to
reduce the original design to
what he now describes as
"architecturally
unacceptable". JAG members
describe it as a monstrosity.

The adjoining Odessa Wharf
site is of great importance
to Wandsworth's Jacob's
Island development. Wand-
sworth would have to buy the
site to build the scheme he
now has planning permission
for. In his scheme the Odessa

a model of its kind, the
complex is light, spacious
and welcoming. Several
residents remarked how their
health had improved since
being rehoused there from
poor housing conditions
elsewhere in the borough.

It is built on the site of
the former Courages brewery,
a seven and a half acre site
bought by the Greater London
Council in 1983 under the
Community Areas Policy. This
followed a campaign by local
community groups, like North
Southwark Community
Development Group, to prevent
the site being bought by
property developers and
turned into offices.

A new phase of housing const—
ruction is scheduled to begin
in June this year on the now
cleared Park Street end of
the site. Between 60 and 100
new homes for rent will be
provided by Southwark Council
in one of their largest
recent new build schemes.

Wharf site would be used as
open space primarily for the
residents of the luxury
flats. The LDDC has granted
permission after permission
for residential development
along the riverside.

The LDDC argues that
Southwark's application goes
against their "Bermondsey
Wall West Landscape
Strategy". This strategy was
endorsed by the LDDC in
private, without consultation
with the Council, the local
community or land owners.

JAG are questioning why this
strategy should not apply to
the rest of the Jacob's
Island site which blocks
access to the riverside. JAG
say that the LDDC are siding
clearly with the developer.

The fight over this develop-
ment is far from over. An
appeal into the original
application which includes a
21 storey riverside tower is
scheduled to begin on May
17th 1988. While JAG and
Southwark are preparing their
case for the Inquiry they are
urging the Secretary of State
to intervene and look again
at the application that has
just been given approval.




This month, major changes are being made to
In this issue, in the article below,

The Housing Benefit Scheme exists to help
tenants with their rent and rates and
owner occupiers with their rates, if they
are on a low income. The scheme has been
fraught with problems since its was
introduced in November 1982 and now the
scheme is to change again in April.

The scheme at present is split into two
parts. One part covers those on
Supplementary Benefit and the other tho;e
who do not receive Supplementary Benefit.
You are assessed on different rules
depending on whether you are on
Supplementary Benefit or not.

The new scheme makes a number of changes
which will be examined below. The main
change is that regardless of where your
income comes from you will be assessed on
the same basis. The new scheme will be
easier to understand, easier to
administer and will also save the
government about £600 million.

The main changes to the scheme can be
summarised as follows:

1. Anyone with savings over £6,000 will
be unable to claim Housing Benefit.

rebates, these changes will affect you. Last month

we have asked Adrian Dudley of North Lambeth Law Centre to outline the changes in HOusing

Benefit. If you have any queries about how these changes will affect you, get in touch with your local advice centy,

Housing Benefit changes in April

sing i i i f rent and/or
Benefit Scheme. If you are.presently in receipt of . rateg
e H0:131 explained the changes being introduced in the Social Security systey,

2. Everyone, regardless of their
circumstances, will have to pay 20% of
their rates bill.

3. Savings under £3,000 will not affect
your Housing Benefit entitlement but
savings between £3,000 and £6,000 will
attract a notional income of £1 per week
for each £250 or part thereof between
£3,000 and £6,000.

4. The rate at which your Housing Benefit
is reduced once your income goes above a
certain level is increased to 65% on rent
and 20% on rates.

5. For each adult living in your
household who is in work, your Housing
Benefit will be reduced by £8.20 on your
rent and £3 on your rates. If the adults
are on benefit then the deduction will be
£3.45 on rent and £3 on rates.

6. New rules will oblige the Council to
pay less benefit if you have to pay a
very high rent. This power is avaialble
at present in a more flexible form and is
rarely used by Southwark or Lambeth
Councils.

7. Help with heating charges are to be
removed from the scheme. People who get
some help with heating charges through
the Housing Benefit scheme will have the
help phased out over the next few years.

8. No help with water rates. All tenants
will have to pay their own. There are
other changes affecting Housing benefit,
but those outlined above will cause most
problems.

The decision to prevent people with
savings over £6,000 claiming Housing
Benefit after April is going to hit
pensioners especially. For a lot of
pensioners the current scheme has allowed

them to keep their nest eggs untoucheg|
without it affecting their Housing
Benefit entitlement.

The change is going to mean that a couply
or individual with savings will neeq t|
think carefully about reducing then t,
less than £6,000 before April or thejy|
benefit will be cut off. At present, i
your savings are in National Saving
Certificates then the income earned fry
these is not counted towards the incop|
used to assess Housing Benefit,

A lot of pensioners sensibly put theiy|
savings into this to ensure that thei|
Housing Benefit was not affected. This
will no longer be the case after April
this year. It is a blow to all those why
have saved for the future.

Even if your savings are below £6,000 bu
above £3,000 then your benefit will b
affected. If you have savings of £5,00
for example it will be assumed that yo
have £8 income a week from these savings
and your Housing Benefit will be reduced,

The decision to make everyone pay 20% of
their rates bill is an indirect attempt;

The housing minefield

Worried tenants of the Hayles
fstate near Elephant & Castle
gacked into a local hall in
february to hear represent-
stives of a property company
called Quality Street which

;s interested in taking over

their estate. They will be
allowed to do this under the

government's new Housing

|5ill, due to become law this

year. Under this legislation,

f|private landlords will have
lthe right to buy housing

estates from local councils.

{5t the meeting, the Committee

of the Hayles Estate
Residents' Action Group
(HERAG) explained that they
had contacted Quality Street,
a Glasgow-based company, and
invited them to discuss the
possibility of taking over

| |the estate. This might seem a

curious thing to do before

L [the Housing Bill has even

become law, but perhaps the
Chairman of HERAG (who is not

| leven a tenant on the estate
|hinself) did not appreciate
| |the anxiety and uncertainty
l|felt by tenants when the

by the government to make local councils
set lower rates. People on Income Support;
(the new name for Supplementary Benefit
after April this year) will receive extry
to cover this 20% but it will be
calculated on the national average of
rates and not local rates. So if you liv
in a borough like Lambeth or Southwark
with above national average rates, you
will not receive enough to cover the 20%
and will have to use money to pay this
which should be used for other weekly
requirements.

April is going to be a bleak time for
people on low incomes.

The Clyde collects

The Lord Clyde Pub in Clenham Street off Southwark Bridge
Road, has kept alive local memories of the Evelina Childrens
Hospital, once located on what is now the Mint Street Open
Space, and presently housed at Guy's.

At its last fundraising - a Valentines Party in February - the
Clyde raised £930.70 through donations and the sale of raffle
tickets. Dolly, who works at the Clyde, is especially to be
singled out for her energy in selling the tickets. This brings
to a magnificent £3,092.70 the amount raised by the pub and
its patrons for the Hospital in the past 12 months.

Lord Clyde's Michael and Lucy Fitzpatrick (far right)
present the cheque to Sylvia Sutton, Jill Stoyles and Lynn
Connor of the Evelina Children's Hospital

Mock up

Phase II of the monster
office development on Hays
Wharf, between London Bridge
and Tower Bridge, has
suffered a setback. Phase I,
consisting of 1 million sq ft
of offices has already been
built and let. The next
phase, by developers St
Martins Property Corporation,
owned by the Kuwaiti
Investment Bank, consists of
1.2 million sq ft of offices.

The £100 million glass office
block proposed for Phase II,
dubbed the mock Houses of
Parliament, met wholescale
opposition from local
community organisations,
Southwark Council, Simon
Hughes MP and the conserv-
ation lobby. Nevertheless, it
was given approval by the
London Docklands Development
Corporation in the middle of
March. The next day, due to
public pressure, the
Secretary of State for the
Environment called the scheme
in, as they say.

It will now be the subject of
a public inquiry on a date
yet to be fixed. A

significant community victory
and a slap in the face for
Docklands planning overlorss
the London Docklands
Development Corporatiom

UPSTREAM
CHILDREN'S THEATRE
St Andrew's, Short Street
Waterloo, SEl
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future of their homes is put
under threat.

{ [Although the motives of the

Committee in contacting

Qualjty Street weren't

it soon

Their local housing office
has been closed for more than

when they are
“entually carried out, are
Pften not done to the
fenants' satisfaction. In
Wdition, many tenants are
(isnayed that St George's
Puildings on St George's
fad, part of the estate, has
[*nained vacant and derelict
for the past 5 years.

Uts package, which includes
three other libraries.

A.lthoug_h much use of the
fary is by office workers
o0 LWT, Shell, and the

enary due in 1991, and a

the rary long promised for
instarea' the Council has
own, ad voted to close it

g0rous campaign has been

All these reasons might add
up to thinking about changing
your landlord. Certainly the
government thinks so because
the new housing laws are
aimed at putting an end to
local authorities' role in
housing. The Quality Street
representative at the meeting
put the case for a change.
Quality Street was a
reputable company, he said,
and would be a good landlord.
If the tenants chose his
company, they would have the
right to go on living in
their homes, rents would
increase annually by "no more
than the rate of inflation"
and repairs would be carried
out immediately because
tenants "would be able to get
straight through to the
boss".

Closer inspection of the
facts, however, suggests that
life under a new private
landlord might not be so
rosy. There is no suggestion
that Quality Street is
anything other than a
reputable company. It was
after all set up by one of
Britain's largest building
socities, Nationwide Anglia,
in November last year. It
says it plans to provide four
types of rented accomodation:
luxury, city centre furnished
flats, quality homes in
family neighbourhoods,
temporary quality flats for
conference delegates and
holiday visitors, and "in
partnership with local
authorities and other public
landlords, an alternative
choice of tenure in specific
areas."

This suggests to us at least
that Quality Street is aiming
mainly at the high rent
sector. What guarantee then
is there that once they take
over selected council
estates, like Hayles Estate,
they won't gradually move
them upmarket? Who then would
be responsible for housing

people in need, or those
presently on Southwark
Council's waiting list? Nor
would present tenants have
the same guarantees of
security of tenure that they
do at present. The new
housing laws will introduce
'assured tenancies' for
tenants transferring to new
landlords with new rules of
tenancy.

Under the new housing
legislation, each tenancy
agreement will be reviewed
regularly. There will be 16
ways that new landlords will
be able to gain possession of
flats, one of which is to
offer 'suitable alternative
accomodation', which may not
of course seem at all
suitable to tenants who do
not wish to leave their
present homes. It was
therefore misleading of one
of the HERAG committee
members, Rose Collie, to
suggest to tenants that
security of tenure wouldn't
be much different under new
'assured tenancies' than at
present.

But the greatest area of
uncertainty, however, for
tenants who transfer to a new
landlord is rents. Quality
Street's guarantee at the
meeting that rents will rise
by no more than inflation is
contradicted by a statement
made by Nationwide Anglia's
Chief Executive, Tim Melville
Ross, on BBC radio on 16th
February last. He said that
"there is no getting away
from the fact that rents
(charged by Quality Street)
will be very considerably
higher than fair rents, in
order to generate any sort of
satisfactory return on
private sector investment. I
think in many areas it would
be necessary for rents to
double over existing fair
rent levels."

Simon Hughes MP, who was not

threat in Lower Marsh

mounted to save the library.
Over 1,300 signatures have
been collected and many
people have written letters
to councillors. Jean
Chandler, the cleaner, and a
well-known local personality
has spoken on LBC and a lobby
of the library by local
pensioners was seen on Thames
News.

In the face of this pressure
and vigorous protests at the
Council committees, the
Council is waivering. Some
cuts are inevitable but the
Council is looking again to
see if any libraries will
have to close completely.

If you want to oppose closure
of North Lambeth Library,
write to Councillor Carnegie,
Chair of Amenity Services,
Lambeth Town Hall.

Photo: Patricia Reeves

Demonstration against library cuts

present at the meeting, has
been speaking out against the
new Housing Bill at other
tenants' meetings in
Southwark and has stated
publicly that he opposes the
takeover of council housing
by private companies.

Clr Anne Matthews, Leader of
Southwark Council, was
present at the meeting on the
Hayles Estate. She told SE1
that Southwark is firmly
opposed to the sale of its
estates to private landlords.
Rents and security of tenure,
Anne said, were the main
areas of concern for tenants
under the new legislation.
She didn't think it was
possible for Quality Street
to make a profit based on
their claim at the meeting
that they would only increase
rents by an initial £5 a week
and then by the annual rate
of inflation. And security of
tenure under new assured
tenancies will be threatened.
Landlords, for instance, will
be able to evict tenants with
a history or rent arrears.

Once tenants vote to transfer
to a new landlord - and
unless 50% of tenants object
in writing the sale will go
ahead - there is no going
back. The new housing
legislation will be a
minefield for tenants, public
and private, and they would
be well advised to tread
cautiously.

SE1




Many SEl1 readers will
recognize the unusual church
on the corner of Southwark
Bridge Road and Great
Guildford Street; some of you
may have heard strange,
heavenly voices emenating
from within its walls.
Despite all appearances the
Welsh Congregational Chapel
still opens 1its doors to a
group of loyal and harmonious
members every Sunday.

These days attendances are
are relatively low. There are
seventy members on the chapel
books, most are elderly and
travel from outer districts.
Consequently a typical serv-
ice attracts about two dozen
members. There was a time
when the 'Boro' served over
500 people with no less than
six services every Sunday.

According to its most senior
parishioner Mr Byron Jones
(89), the building once
played host to preaching
festivals, concerts, and a
Sunday school where the
children studied thier native
language and religion. It was
sald that the congregation
had to queue up outside to
get in.

In its hey-day during the
late 1920's the congregation-
alist movement consisted of
500 worshipers and 33
chapels. Many of the
parishoners came to London in
the 1830's, leaving behind
farms in the depressed rural
districts of Western Wales.
Word reached them that there
was work in the daries and
draperies of London.

The 1influx of migrants
accounted for nearly 90% of
employees 1in the dailry
industry. This trend
gradually ceased when the
Welsh milk marketing board
decided to supply the
country's schoolchildren with
free milk. With the fall in

THE WELSH CHAPEL
AT THE BOROUGH

Congregational chapels
diminished to the point where
now only 17 chapels are left
to serve 500-600 parishoners.

The Welsh Congregationalists
established themselves
initially 1in Cock Lane,
Smithfields, where the first
group of followers met in
1774. Ten years later they
moved into their first chapel
in Gravel Lane, Borough, and
from that time onwards they
have always remained within
the local area.

In 1800 the members moved to
a rented premises in Great
Guildford Street where the
services were conducted in a
large loft above the land-
lord's residence. This
arrangement didn't last long,
due to the noise of their
enthusiastic services, and on
being evicted they moved to
another site on Great
Guildford Street where they
built a chapel. When the
lease expired in 1886 they
moved to Newington Causeway,
at the Elephant and Castle.

It was not a popular location
and they set about raising
the funds to be the freehold
of the old site in Great
Guildford Street. Here they
built a larger chapel, more
durable than the one before
and able to withstand the
exultant levels of pralse and
Joy.

This 1s the chapel as it
stands today, first opened in
1873. The interior of the
building is a stylized copy
of the 'chapel of the
valleys'. In this setting the
parishioners listen attentiv-
ely to the preacher's sermon
and sing beautifully, all in
their native tongue. Through-
out the service, english is
the second language.

Matthew Reynolds

SE1's DEACON

Despite the almost constant
bettering that Waterloo is
recelving lately - witness
the proposed closure of Lower
marsh library, the 30% cut in
Morley's budget and the end
of ILEA - all of which affect
our lives - there are symbols
of hope and people of hope in
our midst.

One of the latter must surely
be Penny Rose-Casemore, who
last month celebrated one
year as a deacon at St
Andrew's Church in Short
Street.

A tall, striking-looking
woman in her thirties, Penny
is very modest about this
achievement 1in the
male-dominated Church of
England, where the
controversy still continues
about whether women should be
allowed to become priests or
not.

"I'm sure it will come in the
end," says Penny, "it's only
a matter of time." In the
meanwhile she is interested
in serving the 1local
community in whichever way
she can. She is involved with
the Waterloo Employment
Project, the Women's Health
Committee and the Waterloo
Action Centre to name but a
few of her interests.

Though Penny is now a deacon
— which means she 1is allowed
to wear a 'dog collar' and
officiate at most church
services, she 1s not allowed
to celebrate communion or
glve absolution. "It does get
a bit complicated", says
Penny, who finds that wearing
a dog collar means she can
win immediate respect or
curious glances when she goes
out for a walk by the river.

Though she doesn't wish to
distinguish between male and

s | [ |
B

Welsh Chapel in Southwark Bridge Road

female attitudes, Penny had
found that being a woman does
help on certain occasions,
particularly when the local
population is predominantly
female, either elderly women
on their own or single
mothers.

She 1s also quick to give a
hand driving the minibus for
Waterloo Actlon Centre when
needed and a few weeks ago,
drove a group of local women
to a fairly boisterous
meeting of the Women's

by Anne crltchley

Committee of Lambeth Couney
to protest at spending cuts,
On that occasion Penny ya
wearing a thick reefer jacke
and trousers, perhaps not the
traditional picture of the
parish curate, but one rather
nearer the lives of ordinary
people, and Penny feels,
closer to the life of Jesus
Christ.

As she pointed out, He was an
ordinary person, with a very

poor. At that time, as well
as now, soclety was going
through a turbulent time, and

expressed quity

impossible for a church in &
inner—city area like Waterl®
not to get involved in Tocal
politics.

She has found that she
been quickly accepted U]
local people. "The onuly
problem is", says Penny, 1
takes so long to get down
street with everyone W0
stops and says hello." S
likes the 'village' aspect ?f
life in Waterloo, though &
makes it difficult for her ¥
have any real time ¥
herself.

She does, however, find t%
for a quick swim everyds
after morning prayers. ;
just makes me feel goodar
says Penny, who though ”Ote
feminist in the media-ineé’
of the word, believeﬂ
whole-heartedly in eqﬁﬂb
rights for women and ¢ be
they should "stand up i)
counted." It seemed |
appropriate statement fo:ly
young woman who 18 q“iemg
and courageously push o
forward a small revolutio®
SEl.
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COMMUNITY EPIC

¢an you remember your earliest recollections of the building which is now the Imperial War Museum? Ja

? cqueline Kennedy, d
student wox:dng in P]ine Art in the Museum's Fine Art Department, would like your help. She is producing a 'Communit; Iy.?.;le?g:neg
Wil pmf:cal an exhihle tion ]zsxz;slre this year about local peoples' memories and perceptions of the buillding. She wants to speak to
as many people as pos: about what they recall of the building and you can get in touch with her at the address below.

The Imperlal War Museum was formerly the Bethlehem Hospital, for the mentally 111, more
opularly ki ! Y
|| on the site of St Georges in the Fields, Southwark ,1n 1815. ’ pop 1 KoL 88 TRIAN T wes built

1816 - The criminal blocks to 'Bedlam'

1844 - First padded rooms constructed and
were completed and occupied.

1892 - 'Under the Dome' (hospital
workshops for patients completed.

magazine) first issued.

1830 - The front garden was leased by the
city to the hospital and the road
was diverted. Extensions were made
to the building.

1846 - Chapel and Dome built. 1907 - Fire causes damage to recreation
hall.

1863 - Criminal patients removed to
Broadmoor. 1912 - Pathologists and other specilalists

added to staff.

These facts and many more are to to be found in our history books as well as within the archives of the War Museum. They make
fascinating reading. But I wonder how the people who live and work in the area feel about having this hugely impressive building
on thelr doorstep? There is no way of telling because these people have no say in our history books. The 'Community Epic' project
wants to record what you, the residents, know and think about this building. Does it loom large in your childhood memories?

A homegrown reflection

The Imperial War Museum first opened its doors to the public in 1936. And as you can
see from the drawing, it has undergone significant changes. These continue today with
further bullding works in progress. Its history too is just as interesting as its
hospital life and just as famous. Even so, there is nothing about the building to
suggest that there exists a thriving community about it.

I'm not a historian, but I did grow up in the area of the building (the 01d Kent Road)
and it did paly a part in my life, even if it was largely fantasy. I was introduced to
this awesom place in the early 1950's. My mother would take my sister and me to the
gardens for picnlcs, or take us swimming in the nearby paddling pool inside the park.
She told me stories of how the building, then a war museum, was originally built as an
asylum for the mentally 111 and that it was frequently used as a convenient dumping
ground for those who were not felt to fit in with their socilety.

Here, young servant girls tyrannized by their employers would find themselves
transported at the hint of any scandal, or opportunist heirs might deposit their
obstacle wife, or where difficult daughters were committed for correction (this
worried me). They were all seen to be quite mad.

n such a trip, as an infant, having drunk my orange juice and eaten cake, I lay hands clasped
behind my head staring up at the great side wall of the building, counting the bricked cell
1 ‘Iﬂndows. Wondering in which cell I might have been put. Would I have worn a white bonnet? Would
hbe waving a tattered handkerchief to our group here on the grass? Would I starve and die and
¢ forgotten, abandoned, like all other little girls.

% T grew older our visits to the park became fewer, probably because I now spent my days at
school. But during the holidays we would return. On fine days we picnicked and sometimes we
Payed in the pool and on dull days we visited the Museum. We, my sister and I, were taken for
educational purposes of course due to my mothers avid interest in history.

ks we paraded through the halls of madness, I couldn't help looking for evidence of its former
@s. T hoped to discover a little straw or part of a note, gone for years un-noticed by the
Seeper-s, wedged walting in the skirting or in a corner for me to come along and find, and
farched both wall and ceiling for some interior sign of architectural change.

ihaﬁﬂ an adult now yet I still return to the pool where I first swam and then waded, with my own
N IdY‘EH- Now I paddle, the water reaches my shins. The building and its contents still chill me
a&m no longer a child.

e

Oan Jyou rem
foulq g7y
e a snap

ember your earliest recollections of the building? Has the building in any way affected your 1ife? Maybe not, but I

love to recelve your earliest impressions together with how you see the building now. And while you're about it, send
of yourself to go with your memories.

mt;he material collected will be exhibited later in the year as a 'Community Epic', so your impressions as an individual living
1; a5 € community is vital to its success. SE1 newspaper will also publish some of the material. You can contact me as follows:
Queline Kennedy, c/o Art Department, Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Road, SEl.
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Upstream Children's Theatre,
located at St Andrew's
Church, Short Street, is
planning an exciting year
ahead! Their regular Saturday
and Tuesday workshops for
4-11 year olds continue to
flourish and cost £1 per
session although concessions
are available.

These workshops give children
the opportunity to think and
play imaginatively and
creatively in a safe environ-
ment through acting, theatre
games and improvisation.
Sessions in storytelling,
music-making, Dance, Mime,
clowning, puppetry and
make-up are also available.

UCT also works in schools and
produced 'Anansi', a delight-
ful Caribbean folk-tale of a
lazy spider. Schools also
send their children to
Upstream for Theatre Craft
days. Local schools and
organisations are welcome to
approach UCT about their
schools projects and after
school workshops which can be
held at the school or
community base, or at the
thaetre itself.

The Southwark Mediation
Centre is a pioneering
project that provides one of
the first face to face
mediation services in the
country to neighbours in
Southwark.

It has been set up to deal
with disputes that arise
between neighbours over such
problems as noise, rubbish,
racial tension, petty
vandalism, children and dogs.
Difficulties of this kind are
usually outside the scope of
any law but can frequently
result in severe stress,
anxiety, depression and
occasionally violence.

When a neighbour contacts the
project, the service is
explained and if it seems
that mediation would be
helpful, and if the first
neighbour agrees, the second
neighbour is contacted. A
member of staff will then
visit the second neighbour
and if he or she agrees to
come to mediation a time for
a session is arranged.

The session is held on
neutral ground and is
conducted by two trained
mediators. Ground rules are
outlined and both parties
then have the opportunity to
relate their account of
events. Space is given for
the parties to express their
feelings about the problems,
to discuss and negotiate the
issues of conflict and
towards the end to look at
areas of possible agreement.

CALLING ALL CHILDREN!

Playdays during the Spring
half-term brought children
together to make a play in a
day which resulted in some
highly original tales.
Further playdays will be held
from May 31st to June 3rd
inclusive, from 10.30am to
3.30pm.

Meanwhile, the Summer show is

Whatever is agreed is written
down and both neighbours keep
a signed copy of the
agreement.

All that is said in a
mediation session or in
initial discussions is
completely confidential and
the agreement is not legally
binding. The project is a
registered charity, it is
completely independent and
the service is free.

The Centre has nine trained
mediators who cover a wide
range of ages and are
representative of the ethnic
mix of the borough. The
mediators have been carefully
selected and each has
completed 60 hours of train-
ing. They are all local
people and on of the aims of
the project is to begin to
enable the community to
resolve its own disputes
rather than depend on outside
'experts'.

The Southwark Centre was
launched in January 1987 and

sDwoy qIdy :030yd

being planned and this will
tour playschemes and parks
throughout August as well as
being performed at the
theatre.

Details of this and other
events can be found on 928
5394. Better still, why not
pop in for a coffee and have
a look around.

SouTtHWARK MEepiaTioN CENTRE

the referrals are increasing
month by month. This expans-—
ion indicates that mediation
is effective. Figures
indicate that 85% of cases
mediated end in mutually
acceptable agreements.

The Centre has been set up
with financial support from
the London Borough of
Southwark, the Gulbenkian
Foundation and the City
Parochial Trust. It is
governed by an independent
management committee.
Membership of the committee
is drawn from the Gloucester
Grove Tenants Association,
the Southwark Diocesan
Council for Social Aid, the
Victim Support Scheme,
Cambridge House, Clubland
Methodist Church and the
Astley and Cooper Tenants
Association. The project is
staffed by a project
co-ordinator and an
administrator.

If you think that mediation
could be helpful to any
dispute that you may have,
the Centre can be reached on
708 4959 or at Cambridge
House, 131 Camberwell Road,
SES.

Area Planning
Sub-committees
to continue

Southwark Councips
experience of operating 'Arg,
Planning Sub-Committees' j
different parts of tp,
borough is to continue. Th,
experiment has been runpj
since November 1987 ang, i,
the north-west part
Southwark, the 'Borough' Arg
Committee has so far had fiy|
meetings at the Rockinghg
Community Centre.

The Sub-Committee operates|
informally an is open to ]
members of the public tg
attend. It considers not only
planning applicationg
submitted to Southwark'
Planning Department but als
wider planning issues of
significance to the
Cathedral, Abbey and Chaucer|
areas.

So far these have included
suggestions for environmenta)
improvement schenmes,
consideration of 'planning
guidelines' for the
development of vacant sites|
and commenting on developmert|
and conservation issues
around Southwark Street.

In the near future, it ij
hoped that reports on
proposals for the Elephant|
and Castle, a housing schene|
on the former Courages site|
on Part Street and planning
policies for North Southwark
will be submitted by Council
officers for discussion.

If you want to find out more
about the 'Borough' Area
Sub-Committee, contact Gerry
or Alan at the North
Southwark Community
Development Group or the|
Council's Area Planning Tean
on 403 3322 x 2149.

Two new workers
at Tanswell
Mothers& Toddlers

There are now two new Under
5's development workers &
Tanswell Mothers and Toddlers
Project. Tanswell M&T ha:{
lived up to its equd
opportunities policy and hﬂ?
appointed one worker ©
british descent and oné °h
afro-caribbean origin. Bqth
workers came to us Wi
excellent references ft(l:
Save the Children Fund 2"
ILEA Day Nursery
respectively.

All mothers, childminder®
nannies, etc, in the SEl a;fa
who have children from i
years are invited to sh?t
this vital communitf
resource.

The hours aff
'l‘uesday—'I'hul'SdadYa'y
10.00am-3.00pm, Wednes'™
Drop-in Creche, 10.00am {ey
You can find us at 4 Sant/
House, Tanswell Estateés

Royal Eye Hospital redevelopment

The Royal Eye Hospital, which
has been empty and derelict
since its closure in 1984, is
to be redeveloped for private
housing and commercial uses.
private developers are hoping

ko get the go-ahead from
| |southwark Council's Planning
| lcommittee this month for
 |their scheme. In anticipation

of approval, they have

 lalready cleared the site and
 |utted the hospital building.

The Eye Hospital was founded

in 1857 by John Zacariah
Lawrence and was first known
as the South London Opthalmic
Hospital. It was incorporated

linto the National Health

service in 1948 and came
eventually under the control
of St Thomas' Hospital to
where services moved after
the closure of the St
George's Circus building.

‘ Wiy 7%
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Will we see winter begin this

|hpril? It's not so unusual to

get a little sleet or snow in

 |ppril, This winter has been

the mildest for over 50
Fresh roses have

ring us on 633 944l
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fowever, April is upon us and
it is a busy month for the
garden. The clocks have gone
forvard giving us lighter

ADS help

Six months ago a small group
f people, concerned about
DS, got together to look at
*ays in which they could
offer practical help to

"Yone with ARC or AIDS
'Ving in North Lambeth. The
P meets once a month to
liscuss all the issues raised
by AIDS and keep up to date

ith the latest medical and
%cial information. Ours is a
Mall, friendly group and we
"ould welcome anyone who
‘ares to join us, who is
(Ilpathetic and non
Mdgemental towards those
‘ith ATDS,

Sﬁ't""uy we will link up
e the South London HIV
SE:_:FE and Lambeth Social
helm to provide practical
I.amg to those in North
o ®th who want help with
et‘:bplng, repairs, cleaning
© 1L you would like
erot:er information about the
b P’ Please ring Steph
her oLl on 928 8024 or drop
Stres line at WEP, Colombo
o1, ®t Community centre,
ombo Street, SEl.

The developers are aiming to
squeeze the maximum possible
mileage out of the site. The
Hospital building itself will
be refurbished to provide 30
flats with basement parking
and sporting facilities. New
5, 6, 7, and 8 storey
buildings will be constructed
along the Waterloo Road,
Blackfriars Road and St
George's Circus frontages.
These buildings will house a
further 52 flats. On the
north west part of the site a
three storey block of 16
flats will be built. Another
5 storey building will be for
offices and workshops.

As is to be expected these
days given the state of the
London housing market, studio
flats predominate in the
developers' scheme and they
are certainly packed onto the

evenings and Spring is in the
air. The average temperature
for this month is 50F, with
at least one day at 71F. But
beware of those warm days
with their clear skies as
they are often followed by a
night ground frost.

The best April for the
gardener is moist cloudy
weather with short sunny
intervals and light showers.
This helps the seeds to
germinate without drying out
or the young shoots getting
frosted at night.

From the beginning of the
month it is quite safe to
start sowing hardy annuals
and herb seeds (thyme,
parsley, marjoram, fennel,
dill, etc). For the best
range of seeds visit Suttons
Seed Shop, 33 Catherine

Fly-tipping

Fly-tipping has become such a
problem in the borough of
Southwark that Bermondsey MP
Simon Hughes recently wrote
to the Secretary of State for
the Environment, Mr Nicholas
Ridley, about it. He asked
for more resources to deal
with the problem, but it is
doubtful if they will be
forthcoming. Southwark
Council has a 'fly-tipping’
squad, but cuts have reduced
its effectiveness. Further-
more, offenders cannot be
prosecuted unless they are
caught in the act.

The Borough Market appears to
have become a recent target
of the fly-tippers, no doubt
from the numerous building
sites in the City of London.
Late last year the length of
Park Street was covered in
dirt and rubble and the local
residents association wrote
to the Council to have the
rubbish' removed. After this
was done, the fly-tippers
were back again. They have
also been dumping in
Lavington Street.

site, exceeding the Council's
guidelines for housing
density. Southwark's Planning
Department policies also
state that housing
developments should ideally
contain a ‘'significant
proportion' of new housing
within the means of local
people in housing need.

It is obvious is that the
development is aimed at
furthering the yuppie
invasion of North Southwark,
with the prices of the flats
well beyond the means of
local residents. The
'studio-flat' is for the City
slickers who retire to their
country homes at the weekend.
So anxious though are the
developers to get permission
that they are willing to hand
over 16 of the flats to a
housing association.

Street, Covent Garden.

Now is the time to clear out
your tubs and window boxes
ready for sowing or planting.
George and Margaret's stall
in Waterloo market is well
worth a visit as they have a
very wide range of stock.
Small alpine plants, pansies,
geraniums, dahlia tubers,
lilies and lots of window
plants too. They are also

New market

A new weekend market opened
at the beginning of March on
the South Bank. Known as
Gabriel's Wharf Market, it is
open every Saturday and
Sunday and is run by a
partnership between Coin
Street Community Builders and
the company which operates
Camden Lock.

There are over 150 stalls
including fruit, flowers and
plants, antiques, clothing,
Jewellery, records and tapes
as well as free entertain-
ment, a cafe/bar and a hot
food stand. Visist it, wander
around, enjoy the music and
and the stalls and food don't
forget to tell your friends
about SEl's new market!

ssrs
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Yuppies out!

very happy to give sound and
easy-to-follow advice for
beginners.

The following shrubs to look
out for this month are
Berberis clanvinni, quince,
Kerria Broom, cherries,
magnolia, flowering currant,
spiria and vibunums. My
favourite April bulbs and
herbaceous plants are
Alyssum, dafodils, tulips,
muscari, saxifrages,
polyanthus, Dicentra
(bleeding hearts) and
wallflowers.

Planting tips: plant out your
dahlia, lilies, gladiolis and
sweet pea seedlings during
the last week of April. Plant
out your onion sets,
potatoes, peas, cabbages and
cauliflower seeds from the
first week of April onwards.

Drivers

The Charterhouse Playgroup in
Crosby Row, SEl, is a
Community Playgroup, catering
for families in a defined
area of North Bermondsey.

They welcome the involvement
of local people and are
currently 1looking for
volunteer drivers for a
minibus which they have the
use of.

If you are interested and
willing to take the test
required in order to become
an insured driver, please
give the palygroup a ring on
378 7532, or drop in at The
Ark, 39 Crosby Row, SEl.

SE1
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in association with
Age Concern Lambeth
presents

TUESDAY 26TH APRIL

Your Host: Trevor Jackson
Dance to:Louis Mordish Trio

Advisable to book

in advance
Tickets 75p from

Tel: 274 7722 x 2922

Next dance Tues 28th June

WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL AT Ilam, 2pm and pm
NETTLEFOLD HALL

|
B | WEST NORWOOD LIBRARY, I NORWOOD HIGH STREET SE27

| CRETS 1150
TEL: 720 3530 or 622 6633 x 353

| ORCALL AT ANY LAMBETH LIBRARY
A TAMBETH AMENIIY SERVICLS

5

TV Playboard Puppet

_ o
g T

LONGFIELD HALL
50 Knatchbull Road, SE5

lCHI ENS S?OW\S 3d S\'I‘QO)P-OVI;‘
: ﬁ@ ield ol /?

SATURDAY 30TH APRIL, 2PM

'RETURN OF THE
LUDHAM SERPENT'
Nutmeg Puppet Campany

Music - 45 mins
For 6 — 12 year olds

Tickets: £1 fram
Box Lolly
Lambeth Amenity Services
164 Clapham Park Road
London Sw4 7DQ
Tel: 720 3530,

622 6655 x 355
or any Lambeth Library

asic Hall & yj; rie ty

oS \ambeth Toun gy

Wednesday 13th April, 2pm

|
) OLD TIME MUSIC HALL

Tickets 75p, from
LAMBETH AMENITY SERVICES
164 Clapham Park Road
London SW4 7DQ

Michael, Lucy and Staff

welcome you to the

LORD CLYDE

Cosy, Victorian family run local
situated in a quiet backstreet off Ayres Street.

The Fitzpatrick family has run this pub for 30 years
and have given it an excellent reputation,
particularly for food.

Don't miss the Steak & Kidney Pie
or the Salt Beef, and there is always a
home-made specialty available.

Tel No:

01 407 3397

Michael & Lucy Fitzpatrick

Food Available: 12 noon — 2.30pm
Monday — Friday
Lunches only

27 Clenham Street

(off Ayres Street) SE1

TS IN LAMBETH A\ PAC

Summer Courses

3rd term: 18 April - 18 June
(Half term 30 May - 4 June)
4th term: 20 June - 15 July

235 courses

Buttons and Belts “Faml|,
ells Mac ¥ Fun Week»
cne™® ae Kule

o
&
(»"\\ Em\"'“\dﬂy
& \aé“'g\
Q’é o‘\’“c’ fafs
A
it
Photography for Women
Know your own sewing machine
Deslgning for Patchwork
Embroldery and Mirror Work

COUTSes
English as a Second Language
Wi,

i ; &
Dyslexia Suwguca{\o“ ,,ﬁ Maths
Bas'\c E M‘kl-l'l

Toy, Dolimaking and Needlecraft

g a "
M’ane

Study sij s  Introduction to Wordprocessing

Brushup your English ~ 'YOmen and Healty

235 courses

Dance & Movement for Women with
Children under 5
Women and Writing Workshop

”]ll c-‘.r"fa Womeyys

Pep, A e 1,
Sloners Crog :‘ (S b
ey

s,
Photography for Wome: 4 on
Borough Community Centre/

Hard of Hearlng Course
Computers for Beglnners

2308 courses

Bengall Dance aner®
Acing “,\\at““\

Irisy

Arn
ro.c..”b b.l:zz Dance
8,
' anu

more information

please contct:-

Morley College

‘61 Westminster Bridge Rd.
SE{ 7HT

928 8501

The College,which is funded by the ILEA,
is experiencing considerable difficulties as
aresult of cuts in its grant. We regret
therefore that we are not able to run the
usual number of new courses during the
Summer period.

NEWSPAPER

SELl newspaper is produceq fo
residents of Waterloo ang th
Southwark by people Lliving g
working locally. We welcone
your letters, news, photog or
other contributions. SEI pap.-
icularly welcomes contribyt.
ions from the area's ethnie
communities.

NEXT COPY DATE

Copy date for the next isgy
of SE1 is Wed 27th Apri],
Publication date is 5th Mg,
All contributions should pe
sent to 56 Southwark Bridge
Road, SE1 OAS.

SE1 AVAILABLE AT

If you want to receive.yoy
copy of SEl regularly, it i
available from the Waterly
Action Centre, 14 Baylis R,
or from the Borough Community
Centre at 56 Southwark Bridge
Road.

ADVERTISING IN SEl

SEl newspaper is run ona
tight budget and is entirely
financed by advertisements,
If you would like to
advertise your activities
events, organisation, jumble
sales, products, services o
whatever, you will find our
rates very reasonable. Tq

find out more about advertis-

ing in SE1 telephone Gerry ol
928 0711.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriber rates to §El
newspaper are £5 a year fof
individuals and £12 for
institutions. Cheques shouli
be made payable to 'SEl news||
paper' and sent to 56 Soutlr
wark Bridge Road, SE1 OAS. i
publish ten times a year wit
double issues during the
summer and at Christmas

SE1 EDITORIAL GROUP
M Dimond, John Howes
Keib Thomas, G Vignola

JOINING IN

SEl always welcomes peoplt
who wish to help in produci¥
or distributing the papét
Get in touch with us at’
Southwark Bridge Road:

NORI
SOUTHWAL lQ
COMMUNIT
DEVELOPMEN!
GROUP

Our quarterly newslett!]
has just been published &
a copy is included msidg
your SEl. Our Group Mo
lopen monthly meetings abone
issues of concern 0 tgn
local community. Ring U5

|

il
928 0711 for furth
information.




